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Amazing Victories, in that vaſt E 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion, &c;  - 
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HE celebrated Wa Cortes was a 
3 native of Medellen, and educated for a Fir 
1 8 xX 'military life. His nts intended 
I him to ſerve under Gonſalvo de Cor- 
doua; but when ready to embark, W 
Was taken Jl of a diſtemper, by which that op- 
Wu was loſt : he afterwards failed to the Weſt- | 
ndies, in the year 1504, with letters of recom- 
mendation to Don Nicholas de Obando, at that 
time governor of St, Domingo. Notwithſtanding 
the kind reception he met with from that gentleman, '- * 
| he grew tired of inaction; and underſtanding. the 
war was ſtill carried on in Cuba, went thither, -and' + 
acquired the reputation of a valiant ſoldier and able 
officer. His perſon and addreſs were prepoſſeſ- 
. his hx ped was 8 his couyerſation, 
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ik. Fun condurer oJunxI d 
eig I - ed. By 
means of Heap accompliſhments, he won tho hack 
of . Catharina — Pacheco; who Was ſol- 
= R by the g governor Diego Velaſquez; 
his | Werz ſo Wil offerided that gentleman, | 
that he cauſed him to be in confinement,. until the 
ar was adjuſted, and then Velaſquez flood father | Orc 
„ 5 0 the bride. 
I In this ſituation 1 Hernan «Cares, when his 
| Friends recommend him to Vaude as a pro- 
per perſon to conduct the enterprize which is the 
obern of this work; and the governor approving 
of their choice, a commiſſion was immediately 
F gned, appointing him captain 2 of the fleet, 
a e the Countries he ſhould 
S Tbis wa- ho ſooner known than ned by all 
; 2 2 -- the competitors, eſpecially by the relations of Ve- 
5 | Jai who did not ſcruple to cenſure his con- 
duct openly, in repoſing ſuch important truſt in 4 
- man whom he had once ſo flagrantly diſobliged. | 
It is even reported, that the governor was one day 
accoſted by a waggiſh lunarick, who faid, & Thou 
* = MN be” there. wil be occafion for another beer to goin 
las of - Cortes.” In all probability, this far- 
m was dictated by thoſe Who' envied the fortune 
"WE the new general, who being a man of undaunted 
- Teſoſution; and having at laſt overcome all the per- 
- fidioos machinations of his enemies, reſolved to pro- 
bo . Feente his Voyage, and adding a brigantiae to 
ide fleet, which before confiſted of bon ref Is from 80 
3 * 0 1 ton, divided his men into eleven companies, 
* ne of which was put on board ench veſſel ; and 
A de named for captains, Juan Velaſquez de Leon, 
"= © Alonzo Hermandez Portocarrero, Franciſco de Mon- 
$ cdeeſo, Chriſtoval de Olid, Juan de Efcalante, Fran- 
. - diſco de Oe? rn & JO, bins, cc Sau- 
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Pr Diego.de Ordaz, whom. be was not , 
ing 0 difoblige, reſerving to biel the com 
of the Capitana, and entruſting. ;Gines, de Yorws 
with the care of the brigantine. The command 
of the artillery he beſtowed upon Franciſco de 
Gora tad tw Sie pr ns . 
He cken delivered -jaſtruftions. to his offi-. > 1 
. being arrived, 
after a ſolemn maſs, he gave the werd Sg, Peer, 
whom he acknowledged as patron, of his expedition. 
Pedro de Alvarado was ſent to PEG INE © 
of Ordaz, with whom he had order to go and 
wait for the fleet at Cape St. Antonio; and the 
reſt <f; $0 eee — — 


Aare A 


W > ww e $ © 


ef THE 


—— 8 + RY „ 
1 with a. favourable gale, but at ſun · ſet 
a furious ſtorm diſperſed the det. Pedro de Al- 
| 2 | de Ordaa, 
found himſelf at day-breal ener de ine - 
gulph, that it would be very difficult to weather 
Dape St. Antonio 3 he. therefore ſteered: away for 
Cozumel, Where they ound an Indian Town, whoſe. _ 
inhabitants -fled at . Alwarado, WW? 3 
was à young officer - of greater courage. than; ex-  _Þ 
perience, thought nothing miſbecame a. ſoldier - 
much a inaction, and ith. this diſpoſition,” - 
dere his men to march farther. into the iſland. +] 
At the diſtance of a league they-jound another\town —=_ 
abandoned. Here the ſoldiers ſeined ſome: Prdwi- 6 
ſion and an idol- temple of its ornamental 4A 4 
Jewels; and inſtraments bor fnenihes,; made of gold J 
"mixed with copper. This excurſion, Le e 
ele. e . — 
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| * . Next day: © Cortes arrived with the fleet at Cont 


wel, and tho be as pleaſed to find Alvarado in 
|" ſafety, he reptimanded him publicly for his raſh be- 
haviour, and diſmiſſed three Indians whom he had 
Aken, after having reſtored "their effects, and Siren 
valuable preſents for their caciques. - 


on the ſea - de, Where they were muſtered: They 
| YZ HE 7 | amounted to "hve! hundred and eight ſoldiers,” one 
© Hundred and nine marines and mechanics, beſides 


© ned by ſixteen horſe. The people being aſſembled, 
Oortes n a publie ſpeech,” in wa, 20 . 
inflamed-- their courage by the 
1 and wealth, he ee they 
were to encouriter, and repreſented, in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms, the boar wg _— ware ne 
his harangue was ir ed by be appearance |; 
* a: Indians, in conſequence or which he drew 
up bis men in order, 
a behind their Aae The Indlians perceiv- 
ſigns of hoſtility among the Spaniards, ap- 
2 'by* Baan! little, . the boldeſt of 
them entering che camp p; were ſo:favourably received, 
that they called to Wike's: countrymen, who follow- 
eck their example, and m e among the ſoldiers, 
With great confidence familiarityz which ar- 
. _ they were accuſtomed:to-converſe: with 
Indeed there was an idol in this ifland, 


. 1 it in great crowds, from all the different 
3 prdvinees of the continent, which plainly ſhew 
1 3 15 | hat: the tives of * —— were uſed to Ap 1h 


y 


continued three days encamped 


two chaplains, the licentiate Juan Diaz and Father | 
Bartholome d&Olmedo ; and this army was ſtrength- 


directed them to ſtand 
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and dreſs. Next day, the principal eaciqus 0 
of 22 viſited Cortes, ike received him ver 
politely. During the converſation, one of the Indi- 
ans Abr to pronounce the. word "Caftilla, te 
meaning of which Cortes was giving to underſtand _ 
was, that the Spaniards feſembled certain priſoners 
in Yucatan, natives of a country called Caffilla. 
Hernan immediately concluded the priſoters were 
his countrymen, whom he forthwith reſolved tag 
releaſe; and conſulting his gueſt on this ſubject. 
the cacique very candidly told him, they were 
in the power of ſome e of the higheſt rank, "i 
and that the beſt method of procuring their li- 
berty, would be to offer a ranſom; tor, ſhould . + 7 
he have: recourſe to arms, they woald run the 
riſque of being murdered by their maſters. He 
| therefore ordered Diego de Ordaz to ſail to the Be 
coaſt of Yucatan, with a letter to the. priſoners, I 
and ſome trifles for their ranſom, and to: ſtay eight ' 
days, within which ſpace the Indians, appointed by 
the; cacique for that purpoſe, undertook to return 
with an anſwer ;, mean while Cortes marched with ' 
his men round the iſland, in order to view the 
country, keep his men in action, and diſplay- His 20 
ſtrength — diſcipline — the pilgrims. In this 
circuit he was accompanied by the cacique and a 
great number of Indians, Who ſupplied him with 
proviſions and exchanged gold Be. glaſs beads,” | - 
At a little diſtance: from. the coaſt, ſtood the © 
N temple of the idol ſo/ much revered by the ſa- 
vages ;, it was a ſquare ſtone building of no con- 
temptible architecture, and the idol Cozumel, ap- 
3 figure af a man of a moſt horrible | 
Here was a very great concourſe of people, 
Mee to a prieſt, who ſeemed to preach with 
_ great gravity and _— of 22 8 Wade ON 
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. at the le of ſuch. worthip, 
- / excique, that in order to maintain the friendſhip 
3 fubfiſting between them, he muſt. renounce ſuch a 
4 1 * and influence. his ſubjects to 
1 - Yolo example. This declaration: he enforced 
by ſuch arguments in favour. of the chriſtian re- 
gion, that the chief was confounded, and begged 
3 *  Jeave to communicate the affair to his prieſts. Theſe 
IC immediately brought before Cortes, 
us outcries to proteſt again thoſe who 

Wald be ſo audacious as to diſturb the worſhip 
3 their gods, denouncing the immediate vengeance 
of heaven upon fook Im impious innovators. - Cortes 
- Imanediately ordered his ſoldiers to demoliſh the 
2 altar. * -all their idols in pieces: a ſcene 
4 XY dhat Aled the barbarians with aſtoniſhment ont af- 
_- fight; which however, were ſucceeded by con- 
- tempt for their own deities, when they beheld the 
_Ebriſtiaris uſe them in this manner with impunity. 
n pt 
che chief of worſhüp, which was converted 
into a 5 and, next day, maſs was 
* of the pork arc? and his people, who 
Ta a the ceremony with great reverence and | 


i | devotion. 
5 days, Diego de Ordaz ar- 1 
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Ai the end of eight 
= - 2880 from Yucatan, without the priſoners or the 
=_ _ Tadians, who did not return according to their 
=_ promiſe ; ſa that Cortes was highly diſpleaſed at the 
= - cacique, who, he ſuppoſed had deceived im in order 
| to appropriate to himſelf the preſents intended for MF. * 
__ theranſom. . 
= - reſentment, bat, taking leave of him with - 
= civility, put to ſea, intending to purſue, the 8 
Which had been followed by -Grijalva.” Though 
. r . 
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er CONQUEST « or MRR bk 3 
that. Farge-day; t0. return to the illand, in eon. I 
ſequence of an accident that the hip A 
I by Juan de Eſcalante, hich ſprung a”. 

This delay, which at firſt ſeemed a mis for- 
3 turned out a moſt lucky incident, as it greatly 
2 conqueſt of New Spain-; for, juſt 
2 they 1 re · embarking, they diſcovered a canoe 
the” gulph of Yucatan, and ſtanding direct- 
ly br de z Cortes, ſeeing the was full of 1 
armed Indians, andere - Andrew de Tapia to lig 5 
in ambuſcade near. the place to which they rowed, 4 
and as ſoon as; they: landed, to ruſh- between them 
and the canoe, yg as to cut of their retreat. The 
ſavages immediately - betook themſelves to flight, | 
but one among them, crying out with a loud voice 
in the Cäſtilian tongue, that he was à Chriſtian, 
Tapia cdndudted um to the general, Attended by. 2 
the Indians, who, were no other than the — 9 4 
left by Diego on the coaſt of Vucatan. He hadno _ * ? 
covering but juſt enough to hide his nakednefs, | 
on one ſhoulder he bore his bow and quivsr. "Cortes - 
careſſed him extremely, and having given order 0 
clathe and. regale him, deſired to know who he 
was, and by What accidents he was reduced to ſuch 

a wretched condition. He ſaid he was called Jerom 
de Aguilar, à native of Ecija, where he had received - 2} 
-deacon's: orders: he had been, eight years. before 4 
this delivrance, ſhipwrecked. upon: the flats of the 
Alacranes, and with twenty other perſons, who took 
to the boat, bad reached the ſhore of Yucatan, where 
"they were taken and carried to a country of Caribee 


* 3 
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Indians, whoſe cacique immediately culled out the 
| F= wy them as 2 to their idols. 2 
- for Aguilar, he was fo lean and meagre, that 
_ reſerved him for a future banquet; and, that he might 


. eee gorged kica with food in @ wooden. 
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3 to their cacique. 
tz yen of is favour, that he conferred upon 


I'S tine, on the 4th of March 1519, and doubling the 
point of Catoehe,. arrived in the road-of Champa- 


—<xge, from Which he made his eſcape. - 
| wandered ſeveral days in the fields, he fell into the 
hands of certain. Indians, by whom he was preſent- 
'Fhis maſter he ſerved for 
during which he acquired ſuch a "og 
ent near his perſon, and honoured him 


13 = his confidence. The cacique, upon his death- 


bed, recommended him. to his ſon, under whom he 


Poſſeſſed the ſame office; and, in a war with the 


neighbouring caciques, fignalized his valour and 


- _, conduft in . 
| 2:1 burns: beth-of princes: and people; ſo that he ob- 
B his . 


e Spanianls having gained this: belle 20 
, depai- ed foe the "iſland for the ſecond 


tan, where Cortes diſcovered an inclination to land, 
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and chaſtiſe the natives for the oppoſition they had 

= made to Hernando de Cordua and Grijalva ; but, 
tis motiqn being overruled, he purſued his courſe 
until he reached the river of Grijalva, where there 


was no room for deliberation; for, the good treat- 


ment which the Spa — is 
== d brought 


from the Indians of Tabaſco, and the 
from thence, were motives not to be reſiſted. He 


4 therefore mae a diſpoſition for entering the river, Þ 


leavin his larger veſſels at anchor without, and 
em ing his ſoldiers on board of the ſmaller and . | 
5 ;.and, in the order formerly obſerved by 
. "Grab: began to ſtem the current, when he per- 
- + Ceived both fides of the river covered with canoes 
full of armed” Indians, ſupported by ſeveral bodies 
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which being rejected with 1 be reſolved to 
chaſtiſe them for their preſum 


diers to put 
32 preparations for an engagement. Day no 


towards the Indians, who waited their a 


Der of Ne 


down with great expedition until they were 


diſcharg ed ſuch a number both from the canoes 


and banks of the river, that the Spaniards were 
very much embarraſſed in their endeavouts to 


cover themſelves. Nevertheleſs they returned it 
with ſuch ſucceſs that the canoes quickly left the 
| ns ge free, and many Indians, intimidated by the 


th. of their companions, flung themſelves into 
the river. The Spanjſh veſſels approached the 
ſhore, where the Indians lay in ambuſh. They 


Tenewed the attack with great fury; notwithſtand- 


ing which, Cortes made his point good, and having 
formed his battalien in ſight of the enemy, he or- 
dered Alonzo Davila to advance with an hundred 
ſoldiers, and take poſſeſſion of the town of Tabaſco, 


which was not far from the place of action. This 


titude, 


the knees in mud, he put the ſavages, to. flight, 
and they inſtantly diſappeared, tho' with. intention |. 
to defend their town, as- by. this time they had 
diſcovered the march 7 Davila. But, befor 
e 5 4 
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Night being at hand, be thought 3 roper to Tie 55 
'by ll day, 4-13 the mean time ordered his fol- 
their quilted coats, and make all the | 

ſooner appeared, than his veſſels advanced avy#4 1 
Woe al ag compoſure; and Cortes, ſtill mage to 


Aguilar a ſecond time with propoſals of. amity _. 
| ace, to which they made no anſwer, - but 


po enough to. uſe their arrows, of which they 
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officer being g detached, Cortes attacked the vaſt mul- | : | 
and though he was obliged to fight up ta 
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5 394 up, Cortes reached Tabaſco, which was 
= . ed With trunks of trees fixed in the 
= ground like palifadoes, with. interſtices for , the 
= convenience Hooting arrows. Cortes being join- 

ed by Davila, diftribated among the men proper 
darum end for breaking down the. palifadoes; then 
- Urawing. his fvord, led them on 10 the attack. 
ving received a ſhower of arrows on their ſhields, 
- they. 3 to the fortification, and quickly 


= - to demoliſh the” Fe. Then, entering with- 
WW. out difficulty, they found. the Sutin formed 1 
= z wrricadoes in the fireets ; but they were ſo em- 


nder had little or no effect. made their 
Jail effort in an open ſpace about the center of the 

How from whence, however, they were ſoon re- 

ied, and fled in great diſorder. Cortes would 

not follow the purſuit, that his men might have 
time to refreſh themſelves, and the fugitives an 
- opportunity to ſue for In this manner the 
50 - Spaniards made them Ives "maſters of T abaſco, 
I Z 5 : ich Was well ſtoted wich proviſions, tho the 
1 2 E. 5 Indians had. removed their Eonilics and effects. 
4 This conqueſt did not coſt the life of one Chriſti- 


| as 


An, yet fourteen or fifteen were e where- 


| 3 A d the Indians loſt a confiderable number. The 
=_— © "Troops were lodged that night in ths temples ; 


tho, next day the on appear quite, de- | 
„ rted, and not * leaſt. fi «ee ennmy ap- 
= - - peared, Hernan began to 92 duplo of this Rill- 
ness; and his apprehenſions were confirmed, when | 
be underſtood that Melchior his interpreter had de- 
ſerted to the barbarians, and doubtleſs diſcovered 
. the ſmall number of the Spaniards. He detached, 
N ent 200; r * * and. Fran- 
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they fled in che utmoſt conſternation at this unex- _— 
ſurprize, they formed again, in order to obſütru t a 


relief of his men; then ſthe Indians peel leav- 


aura o Mont dt. af ov. o., aa & % 


. 2, wounded, and of theſe two died; and this 
was counted a very conſiderable loſs. *- 5 


that country to which they were going, All the 


* 
ES 


WS, Cone or rb. 


ito! de Lugo, each having an hundred + WR 
view the county y, with orders to retire if i nt Rs 
find any army in the field. Franciſco de Lugo fell 
into an ambuſcade,' and was attacked-with fuck | 8 


fury, that he was "obliged to ſorm his ſmall b 
into an hollow ſquare, and muſt certainly- hay 


overpowered by the numbers of the enemy)... 
not he been ſulaivedd by Atharado, who de- 
tached an Indian of Cuba Fo: apprize Cortes of | 
his ſituation. Perceiving the diſtreſs of De Lugo, 5 1 
he fell upon the enemy with ſuch reſolution, that 


pected attack. Yet, when they recovered of their 


the retreat of the two captains; who were oblig bged - 


to cut their way through a vaſt multitude of Par- 


barians, until Cortes appeared marching 1 = 
ing the field to the Spaniards, eleven of wiem 


Some priſoners, being examined ſeparately. by . 
Jerom de #7 uilar, agreed in affirming that all be 


cCaciques of the neighbouring countries were ſum- 

moned to the aſſiſtance of the inhabitants of Ta-. 
baſco, and that next day a very powerful am 
would take che field. N calling a council of 


his captains, communicated what he had learned, 


and deſired their advice, after he had repreſented 2 
the weakneſs and ignorance of the enemy, and the 
ill conſequence of turning their backs upon 


barbarians, who would not fail to report ſuch a ail 
graceful ſtep, and inſpire a contempt of them in 


_ "officers agreeing that it was abſolate y neceſſary to 
6. nic Tubdue theſe yer Cortes e the 
* 5 3 6 | wounds 


FF 
r 


_ the next morning, which was the feaſt of the An- 


1 mounted on horſeback, and marched with the ar 


8 4 2 A kind of javelin, which ſometimes they throw, 
aud ſometimes manage as a pike, together with 


dot of the firongeſt weild clubs pointed in the | 
= fame manner, and many fling ſtones with great 
= force and dexterity. Their 3 arms, which 
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- wounded men to be carried on board, the horſe 
to be landed, che artillery to he in readineſs againſt 


.-., Hunciation, At day- break the men heard maſs; then 
= 5 — g the command of the infantry to Diego de 
az, he bimſelf and the other commanders 


. tillery, until arriving at a place called Cinthla, 


about the diſtance of a league from their quarters, Sp 
=— they deſcried afar off the Indian army, fo nume- of 
wos and extenſive, that the eye could not take it th 

in. As the art of war is almoſt the fame in all W 
dae nations of New. Spain, we ſhall now deſeribe ir 
=... the | Indian manner of marching and. engaging. 5 
I Their chief weapons are bows and arrows, the 2 
j 1 firings being made of ſinews of beaſt, and at 
wdeir arrows headed with bones; they uſe likewiſe 8 


1 


long two-handed ſwords of e with flints 


| F N ate worn by none ee ge and perſons ß . 
= + pn, conſiſt of quilted cotton egg ye, 3 
Plates and ſhields of wood or tortoiſe-ſhell, - 
Ts wc with plates of metal. The generality of \1 
them are naked, their faces and Bale eames inn 
© various colours, and their heads adorned with plumes 
of feathers. Their warlike inſtruments are pipes 
of large cane, conch-ſhells, and drums e of 
the · trunk of à tree hollowed; which being beaten ' 
with a ſtick, yield a very diſagreable ſound. Their 
2 are formed without any order, they have 
a body of reſerve to anſwer all emergencies, and 
* attack * or rod 1 . _— 
8 


* 
0 4 \ . / ; F od 
4 " N N ; 
; : 8 . SM ' 
* 22 FRE? * . 2 > N 
3 ** age K Mg. # * F ” 1 « * * 


* * nne ; Rk HEE not fats th ni kn & hy 
5 4 * vw. ; N * 
1 IK - 
* 1 1 7 
* Fo 


— 


Tus code or MEX: 20 

| hideous outcries -to- terrify their enemies. Nor 
but that they are divided into companies, cainmand- 
ed by their reſpeRives. officers, who cannot, how- 
ever, govern them in an engagement, during chick 
they nothing but the dictates of rage or hor- 
ror ; in conſequence of which they are equally apt 
to charge and run away. | 
Such was the army that now Pound upon the 
8 s, whom Cortes poſted under the ſhelter | 
of a raifing-ground that e the rear, and placing 
the artillery tq the greateſt advantage, he ad 
with his Kiten horſe into the center of a on 
from whence he meant to. fally,, and flank the ene 
7 y as occaſion ſhould require. 

The Indians diſcharge? their arms firſt; and des « 
attacked with ſuch ferocity and expedition, that the . 
Spaniards were. obliged. to have recourſe to their 
ſwords, which ſoon ſmoked with laughter ; and the 
enemy preſſing on, the artillery deftroyed them by 2 

whole Companies: yet they continued obſtinate. o 
ther deſperate in their aſſault, concealing the da- 
mage they ſuffered, and drowning the groans and 
| Lamentations of the wounded: by, dreadful outeries, 
Diego de Ordaz acquitted bimſelf as a yaliant 
* foldier and judicious captain ; but ſuch was. the 
number of the foe,. that his men could hardly fland _ 


e 
8 
A 


their ground, when Cortes broke through the thick 7 - 
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eſt of their battalions, doing infinite execution with © 


his horſe, the very ſight of which terrified the 


Indians, who being frighted by ſuch dreadful mon- 


ters, threw" down their arms, and fled with pre- 


cipitation, Diego de Ordaz being ſenſible of what 


was acting. advanced with his infantry, and charged 
this huge body with ſuch reſolution, that, he ſoon 
forced his way to the place which Cortes: had 
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making a ri - fight, till the 8p overtook 
them, and then fled in the utmoſt ne, 
Feaving above eight hundred dead upon the ſpot. 
Im obtaining this victory over forty thouſand In- 
Uians, two Spaniards were killed, and ſeventy wound- 
eds 00 that che action was truly worthy” of the 
- honour which was afterwards done it, by building 
à church dedicated to the Lady of Victory, a name 
wei beſtowed on the 15 town which * 
3 * 3 Spaniards built in chat province, 
dert day Cortes ordered two or three Indian 
— bſſicers, who were' priſoners, to be broughe betas - 
kim; and perceiving their terror, received them 
- courteouſly, and ſet them at liberty, after havi 
preſented” them with ſome trifles. This piece of 
- hnmanity had ſuch an effect, that ſeveral Indians 
_ cane 10 his quarters, loaded with Indian wheat, 
 fowls, and other proviſions, as a preſent from the 
cipal cacique- of Tabaſco, who by theſe. am- 
idors made * propoſals of peace; but Jetom de 
1 Aguilar obſerving that theſe were mean perſons, 
1 . +: Cortes would not admit them to his preſence, but 
© ſent them back to their cacique, with a meſſage, 
importing, that if he deſped bis friendſhip, he 
aft ſend perſons of greater account to ſollicit. 
he Indian chief, being ſenſible of his error, ſeat 
next day thirty of bis principal men, followed by 
a train of Indians, ar carried another preſent to 
"the chriſtian general. Cortes balievipg it was 
ern to lay afide his natural afabili , aſſumed 
2 grave and ſevere” aſpełt; and, atten ed by his 
\ officers, gave Alone to thoſe ambaſſadors, who 
made an apology for the war, and ſued for peace 
with the moſt / earneſt entreaties. - He explaine 
tze cauſe he had to be diſpleaſed at their conduct, 
ad then . wy * nad 25 6 
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SO them "with a few baubles 3 fo 


their negotiation, © Cortes was afterwards viſited b 
the cacique_in_ n, attended by all his 
and relations, 


-rable "workmanſhip, He was received with 
arms and 


command. Next day he returned with a 


of Indian women, to ſerve the Chriſtians in Geding 3 
all forts of victuals: among theſe was one Ta = _ 
beauty, who was afterwards baptized 1 

by the name of Marina, and proved very ſervi. 
that Cortes told the cacique, that he was ſubſet, 
and officer of a moſt powerful prince, to whom, 3 
if they wonld become ſubjects, he would males 3 
and convert them to the Chriſtijas 
religion, of Which they were at preſent utterly 
ignorant. The Indians anſwerred, that they ſhould * | 


| ceable in the conqueſt of A 


them 


think ay 2 happy in pbeying ſo great a mo- 


narch: but in the article of eligion, they were 


more reſerved. ' 
f The pilots now preiſed the Spine If the fleet, 


Which 75 be endangered by a longer ſtay; and 1 


-Palm-funday being the day appointed for embarkin 
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returned extremely well ſatisfied with the wow 5 2 


Fa”. 


followed by a preſent of cotton= 8 a A 
| cloths, plumes, and ſome pieces of gold, of admi- 


peace being re-eſtabliſhed, he ordered Ms I 
ſubjects to return with their families to Tabaſco, and. 7 
obey the © Chriſtians in every thing they ſhould SR 


; Cortes ordered an altar to be raiſed, hows” of 


tended to celebrate that feſtival before he ſhould 
£0 on board. Mean while the Indians aſſiſted his 


men in all things with the moſt officious diligence, 5 
and, on Sunday morning, the ſoldiers marched in 
proceſſion, with ſuch marks of modeſty and de- - 


Votion, as very deeply affected the Indian ſpe 
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his Indian friends: OY — ſetting fail, coaſted 


ou of Guazacoalco,, and. had a' view. of the 
Hand of ſacrifices. .' Without: ſtaying to put in at 
Rio de Banderas, he continued his courſe, and on 
Maunday Thurſday arrived at St. Juan de Ulua, 
it | where he no. ſooner Roger anchor, than he 
aw two canoes, piraguas, com 
towards 7g, ow with Indians * — 
de neighbouring coaſt: when they were within a 
mall diſtance of the admiral, they began to ſpeak 
een Aguilar did not underſtand, 
| 8 og: mac circumſtance to Cortes, who fore- 
want of an enterpreter would be. a 
8 ace to the ſucceſs of his enterprize. The 
an woman, whom we ſhall henceforth ſtile Don- 


na Marina, gueſſing his concern, told Aguilar, that 


thoſe le ſpoke. the Mexican lan and de- 
fired +." he the general, on ths. Se. of the 
* of that province; and Cortes deſired them 
'Y N do come on board and deliver their meſſage. This 
_ woman, who was daughter of a cacique, had been 


carried away in her youth, to-a place upon the 


=__ confines of Yucatan, kept by a Mexican garriſon, 
WS . where ſhe learned the language of that people, and 
i s.. afterwards, by the fate of war, became bans The to the 
ms — cacique of Tabaſco, 'who, preſented her to Cortes; 


dowments, in little time learned the Caſtiliag 
tongue, and bire a ſon to the conqueror of Me- 


IF. of his waer. This lady, tho! not yet ac: 


to whom ſuch. 2 men pay ſo. much re- 
.* ſpect. Mas being ſung, Cortes took leave of | 


* long to the weſtward, till be came. in fight of the 


and be confirmed her in his intereſt, by making : 


ber his concubine. She was a perſon of rare en- 


ico, called Don Martin Cortes. He was created 5 
a @ knight of St. Jago, in conſideration. of the no- 
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d with the language of Spain, int 


By this means, they gave him — — that 
Pil 
[that province for Motezuma, Tent them to learn 
his intention, and to offer what aſſiſtance he ſhould 
| —_ for the- proſecution of his voyage. Cortes hay- 

ng preſented them with a few-baubles, told them, 
aA. friend, and would meet the two go- 
vernors, from whom he hoped to receive the ame 
| civility ſome of his nation had experienced guy 
gening year..." 

Net morning bein g Good. Friday, che Spaniards + 
landed with — horſes and artillery. Cortes or- 
dered the ſoldiers to cut faſcines — fortify their 
camp, within which was built a ſufficient number 


little time all under cover. They likewiſe brought 


civility on the part of Teutile was greatly owing 

to the terror created among the Indians tvs gots 

| ceſs of the Spaniards at Tabaſco.  . . 

Cortes, notwithſtanding | his friendly imercoutls - 
with the natives, ſtill kept himſelf upon his 


and nothing extraordinary happened till Eaſter-day, 


when he was viſited by Teutile and Pilpatoe, at- 


| tended by a very great retinue The firſt compli- 


| ments being paſt,” he conducted them to a great 
barrack, that ſerved as a chapel, where maſs was 

celebrated with all p poſſible ſolemnity, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the 3 which indeed had all the air 


of devotion, "After the worſhip, they — 3 
| 8: 


pin in the Yucatan tongue, what t — 3 
faid, and he imparted: it to Cortes im t] e Caſtilian. va 


„and Teutile captain-general f 


| of huts or barracks, to ſhelter them from the ex · 
ceſſive heat of the fun; and by the aſſiſtance of a 
body of Indians ſent by Teutile, they were in a 


of proviſions, and ſome” cotton cloths to c 
ver the barracks in which the officers lodged. This 
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8 them, t that hig errand 8 to treat wich the em- 


_ great importance 
_ ceflary that he (Cortes) ſhould. appear before his MRctic 
| admitted, with all the civility and reſpect due to the 


in a preſent of r mn ine 1 8 of 
various colours, and a 


1 but he: on 
= 2 Cortes replied, with ſome 
© warmth, chat miniſters vnght not to take upon 


and his determined reſolution t ſee him: for he 
dane never leave the country with diſhonour to 


de king whom he 
5 e His quarters till the return of a meſſenger 
bm Motezuma, and in the mean time they would 
* apply him with all things neceſſary ſor his ſoldiers. 


| were employed in 


5 method they had of tranſmitting ideas without the 


l 2 % 
C : ot ts LY . 
TW * 


— MM 


. bnd Pes rad 


© the general's. quarters, where they were: entertained | bel 
. then Cortes told Matte 


peror Mctezuma, on the part of Don Carlos of antic 
Auſtria, monarch of the eaſt, . touching affair of pf t 
im 3 for which reaſon it was ne- 


n 


nee of the king whoſe miniſter he Was. 
His gueſts changed countenance, and, before they 
returned an anſwer, ordered their Indians to bring 


themſelves 10 adviſe in 4uch .: caſes; that their 
bufineſs. was to inform Motezuma of his arrival, 


repreſented. 
The Indian chiefs earneſtly ee be to PREY 


During this conference, ſome Mexican - painters 
upon cotton cloths, the 
thips, | ſoldiers, arms, horſes and artillery, by way 
of information to Motezuma : for this. was the only 


20 Dali ae 3 nenen more 
in- 
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| ma, conſiſting of | ſeveral 
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his manner they preſerved: the rem 


ntiquities, and handed down N the capa 
f their kings. 


Cortes - obſerving that thoſe fill images wee] 


ection, ordered his men to be exerciſed, and the 
artillery loaded, while he and his captains mount- 
ing their horſes, began to ſkirmiſh in a martial 


manner, to the amazement” of the Indians, who _ 


who ſtay d were fired to the ſpot with terror and 
admiration. Cortes immediately diffipated their a "0 
prehenfion, aſſuring them that theſe. were only 

verſions from which they would receive no xk 
upon which the painters to repreſent 

a drawn 4 the horſes in the attitude of 
their exerciſe, and the artiller ſpewing forth fire 
and ſmoke. Hernan re- ed the two gover- 


vors to his barrack, where he gave them ſome f 


ſmall. Spaniſh jewel, and a preſent for Motezu- 
poliſhed mirrours, an 
Holland ſhirt, a cap of May velvet, adorned 


me, old medal, and a tapeſtry char. - 


Teutile and Pilpatoe, well pleaſed with” this in. 


F held a conſultation, i in which it was 

ene Mgr that Pilpatoe ſhould remain in that pla ce \ 

|. ada 2 of che frravgers; and im- 
4 1 ; OR 


Wntelligible, they placed here and there certain ela- 3 
, ig ſeemed to explain the picture: and in 
embrance of 


ſeeing ſuch fierce animals fo obedient to their 
riders, thought there was ſomething ſupernatural in 
choſe who could manage them with ſo much eaſ®s 
Band dexterity 3 but when firſt the ſmall arms were 3 
fired, and then the artillery diſcharged, 2 

fo confounded and diſmayed at the noiſe, the 

and the ſmoke, that ſome fell down upon 

ground, others fled in the utmoſt fear, and A 


_ 0 Tur CON QUEST. or „ MEXICO 4 
* e his men began to build barracks. That 118 
3 L this ſtept might not give umbrage, he ſent to in- * 
x form Cortes, that his. reaſon: for ſtaying there was, am 
_ thatbe might be at hand to ſupply his troops with 1 

+ — — Tho Hernan gueſſed their real inten- 
1 tion, he connived at their diſſimulation from which e 
3s | be drew ſuch advantages ; for, the fear of being = 
5 detected rendered them more punctual in furniſhing 2 
. him with all neceſfaries. As for Teutile, he pro- 
| ceeded to his own quarters, whence he diſpatched} ere 
bb meſſengers to Motezuma, with an account of what 55 


bad happened, the pictures that were drawn by his = 

order, and the preſent of n. deßring further 

orders with all ex | 

| _Motezuma's reply was brou ght by Teutile | to ne 
MY Cortes, together ik Þ valuable , preſent, which Wl 

5 loaded the . ſhoulders = an e Indians, con- 

Wh g-of very ſime cotton robes, - a. quantity of 

made of. feathers, fo artificially 1 1 

do repreſent natural figures, a great number of bows, 

arrous, and targets, a large plate of emboſſed gold hi 

repreſenting the ſun, another of ſilver repreſenting 

the moon, and a copfiderable ſtore of precious 8 

tones. Theſe articles being diſplayed in order, Wl - 

Teutile told Hernan by the . interpretere,. that the 

great emperor Motezuma had ſent him theſe things 

2 a token of his regard for his monarch ; but 2 

_ that it was not poſſible for him, at that time, 10 

e admit him to his court. This refuſal Teutile 

_ endcavourcd to foften, by repreſenting the badneſs 3 

of the roads, and the ſavage nature of the Indians, = 

WF | who: would not fail to take up arms "to obſtrudt his 1 

1 march. Hernan received the preſent with marks 0 

of great reſpe&, but rd in in a reſolute tone, 

bat how. loth Wer, he might be to diſoblige Mo- 

5 n. be, could. ut diſhonour his 1 lo much, 

- Ws 
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TY return without having fulfilled his - . orders 3 
nd therefore be was obliged to inſiſt upon being 
dmitted to an audience. He then dif ;fed them 


3 


ime in that place for Motezuma's ſecond anſwer to 
is demand; and aſſuring them he ſhould be very 


Prichout his permiſſion. He ordered Franciſco de 
ontejo to cruize for ten · days, with two veſſels, 
Uong the coaſt, to take a view of the towns, to 
22 for ſome harbour in which the feet 


where the men, could be more comfortably Todged 
than in their firſt quarters, which, being on a ſandy 
oil; expoſed them to the reflected beat Bf the fun, 
and . Hinging of the. moſquitoes or gnats. 8 

This oy everance of Cortes incenſed e 
to ſuch a degree, that he propoled { to deſtroy at Once 
thoſe ipſolent ſtraggers, who preſumed io diſpute 
his will 3 . his paſſion ſublided, he ee 


miniſters and relations. public ſacrifices were made 


| of the figns and rage by which it had 


| foreknown. 


- Mexico - was then in the zenith of ity WY 


It  comprehended all the known provinces and coun- 


tries in North America, extending above fi e 


hundred leagues” from eaſt to weſt, aud two huf- 


.dred from "north to ſouth, the whole empire being 25 
ꝓopulous, rich and fertile. This empire, from 


A, Uh ſmall fag had riſen to A a pitch of 


Pich another preſent, and promiſed to wait a certain 


Nauch concerned at being obliged to advance farther 


better ſheltered from the north winds than in "its 
0 riding, and to look out for a piece of ground 


his relolution.. He held private councils with his 


) in the ator ar” >. 


4 


in the temples, and he diſcovered. ſuch marks f 2 1 
diſturbance and confuſion, that the people begal ho 
to talk of the approaching ruin of the emp | hee 5% 


* "OP > * * * g * 2 * ks "a 9 ds 3 4, Ns Te 
2 . > * * — 1 * 4 
- - * J & - F * Y 4 * 
: : 2 . by N 8 
8 * * — f ** 


10 Taz mb or MEXICO: | 
and'thirty years; during which the Mexicans had! 
ſobdued all their neighbours. © They were firſt 
- governed by a military chief, but, at length they 
_ choſe a king, who was a perſon of the moſt di- 
4 i Rinpuiſhed valour. At firſt, juſtice was the rule 
bol their conduct, but, as their power increaſed 
| they" degenerated” imd tyranny and of . 
Motezuma, the eleventh king of f exico, Was 
_ of the blood toyal, and in his youth fignalized 
_ himſelf in che war, ſo as to acquire the repu- 
_ ' tation of a valiant captain, which inſpired him 
| With the ambition of aſcending the throne; accord - 
_ ingly, when he returned to court, and tho na- 
—_  Atorally of a furly diſpofition, he exerted the arts 
_ of popularity with fuch ſucceſs, that, when the 
F throne became vacant, he was unanimouſly eleQ- 
ad ſovereign. Then he laid afide his affability, 
Altered the regulations of the court, compelled the 
-  Hobles to ſerve him in the 'moſt menial offices, 
and inſpired the people with ſuch terror and awe, 
that they durſt not look u wp. in his preſence. His 
, tyranny and pride produce. many rebellions; but 
= none of the revolting provinces could withſtand 
tte power of his arms, except Michoakan, Tlaſ- 
"> and Tebeaca. When Cortes arrived qn his 
Hat he had reigned fourteen years, the laſt of 
© Which he in great anxiety: for, immediately ly 
aſter Juan de Grijalva's expedition, he was terri- 
Hed with terrible. portents and prodigies. A dread- 
ful comet appeared in the 9 and the Dae 
imagined they heard lantentable voices in Be 
2 the e of the monarchy. Neverthelkſs 
theſe ſigns and portents made very deep im 2 2 
ſions on 2 mind of Motezuma, and diſmayed 
ais counſellors to ſuch 2 degree, that When the 
5 en mag arrived. from, vs 11 — 
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cluded themſelves undone, and were uttetly dif- 
Itracted in their —— Some propoſed that the 
oy ſtrangers ſhould ; be treated as enemies to their 
15 gods. and to their eountry 3 others were of opi- 
nion that the Spaniards ought to be received 


WW higher ſpecies, who- already given ſuch fatal 
2» Proof of amazing cou age, , and invincible power. 
24 Motezuma reſolved to follow 4 middle 

u. by ſending another preſent to Cortes, with 2 
ſage, commanding him to leave the coaſt; wh 


act againſt him with his Whole power. 
Fra ranciſco de Montejo, whom Cortes had ſent 


Y ing found, at a diſtance of ſome leagues! to the 


northward, a town called Quiabiſlau,: ſituated ian 


6 a fertile ſoil, well cultivated; near a * 
where the ſhips could ride in ſafety, Hernan 

began to think of removing his quarters to that 
place, when his Sololation” was ſuſpended by che 


and having produced — $- ſecond preſent, 


emeralds, to be preſented to the 


P.. ²˙ ². ... —˙*˙ ts AR Ed an, 
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* with reverence; and reſp &, as creatures of an 5 


e to view. the coaſt, returning from his cruize, hav- 


arrival of Teutile and his s, who came with _ 
their little perfuming pan urning gum-copal 3 i 


1. caſe of his refuſal, to raiſe a powerful army, and 2 


t. 


conſiſting of the ſame particulars that conftitued 5 
the firſt; together with four green 1 like - 


| as jewels of ineſtimable value, they ey upon 3 
Conc departure and his followers without delay; 


and the Spaniard ſtill inſiſting upon ſeeing their 


| monarch in perſon, Teutile ſtarted up with marks 
= | of anger and confuſion, and told him, that hi- 
| Motezuma had treated him as. a 


bat chat it would be his own fault if he ſhould 
n He then turned 


Jus ba AC Without * for an anſwer, and 


* by 2 
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= - . to dN with Nr eee | 
_ 2 that 


went haſtily | away. 2 in ons; | hat 

pt ture,. ordered the guards to be ut 
—— ; and next day found a contiderable al. ad 
eration,” which did not fail to diſturb his men; ame 


For, the Indians that uſed to ſupply them with 
Proviſion were entirely gone. The apprehenſion 
of want produced diſfatisfaction among the ſol- 
_diers, who inſinuated, that Cortes ambitiouſly 
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WF | piirſued a raſh deſign, which would undoubt ter] 
end in "the deuten of them all, ec , anc 
5 — to Cuba, to reſit the fleet, and reinforce vo 
tte army. Cortes was not ignorant of their mur- ¶ we 
* 4 but learned from his friends that the ma- ce 
ity was on his ſide. DM 63 6054: fric 

- -:He ſhewed himſelf to * malcbntenm 5 in ot ap 
name Diego de Ordaz; with ſome warmth and {ec 
diſreſpect remonſtrated, that, as their force was an 

by no means proportioned to the deſign of ſub. th 
duing a mighty empire, it was now high time of 

o turn to Cuba, where they might de rein- w! 
forced by Diego de Velaſquez, whoſe province of 

it was to take proper meaſures for the ſucceſs of 

of ſuch an enterprize. ſq 
-:Hernan, tho extremely provoked 2 at- — in- be 
bee of this addreſs, replied wich great com- © 

| poſure, that thoſe who complained muſt be weary ta 

of good fortune; inaſmuch as they had hitherto p 
met with an e F v ſeries of ſucceſs ; wit- n 
neſs, their prof] at Cozumel,” and their vic- d 

_ tory at Tabaſco: but as he had no inclination t 

to put the leaſt conſtraint upon his ſoldiers, he C 
Would immediately prepare for their return to f 
DODuba. Afﬀer this declaration, which, ſilenced 0 
Diego de Ordaz and his party, he actually pub- 5 
; Abe his intended return, and ordered the cap- 0 
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hat they might be ready t6 Gail next morning; 
but his emiſlaries, according to the direction they 


had received, began to exert their eloquence 
among the ſoldiers ; obſerving, that they had 
been deceived by Hernan Cortes, who, inſtead 
making a ſettlement in that country, was 
now on the point of deſerting it: they therefore 


ſuggeſted, that if he choſe to abandon the en- 


terprize, he might retire with his own friends, 
and they would ſoon find another gentleman who 
[would afſume the command. Theſe infinuations |, 


were ſo artfully diffaſed, and the clamour in- 


friends were obliged to interpoſe, in order to 


creaſed to ſuch a degree, that ſome of Hernan's _ 


2 the diſturbance they themſelves had rai- 


They commended the ſpirit of the men, 


and led 5 directly to Cortes, telling him that 
the ſoldiers were ready to mutiny, on account 
of the order he had given for re-embarkation; 


which they ſuppoſed was contrary to the advice 


of the other captains, and altogether unworthy 


of Spaniſh courage. Cortes, overjoyed at the 
ſacceſs of his expedient, anſwered, that he had 
been miſinformed by ſome of thoſe who were prin- - 


concerned in the ſucceſs of the under- 


ing ; but as he intended to return only to 


—— the ſoldiers, he would now ſtay with 1 | 


more ſatisfaction, ſince he found them ſo well 


e a to ſtay, he would immediately provide veſſels 


diſpoſed for the ſervice of their king and coun. * 
y: yet far from reſtraining thoſe who did not 


for tranſporting them to Cuba, This reply was re- 


ceived with acelamation and applauſe ; and thoſe 


who were diſſatisfied, either mA laid a 


or er mou r diſcontent, 
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At this period Cortes was viſited by five de- 
_ . paties from the cacique of Zempoalla, with prof- 
2 of friendſhip and alliance, which Hernan 
- the more willingly embraced, as it arrived' at a 
time when he was abandoned by the Mexicans ; 
and his Tatisfaftion was ſtill the greater, when 
he underſtood that the cacique being oppreſſed 
by the tyranny of Motezuma, he might convert 
| His friendſhip to his own advantage, fo as te 
facilitate his future ſucceſs. He therefore diſmiſ- 
ſed the So with preſents, and profeſſions of 
_ friendſhip, to the cacique, wham he promiſed to | 
vißt in his route to Quiabiſlan, | 
6 In 3 time having laid the plan of a 
Corporation, to be eſtabliſned on this continent, 
_ Alonzo Hernandez Portocarrero, and Franeiſco 
de Montejo, were appointed alcaldes; Alonzo 
Dari, Pedro and Alonzo de Alvarado, and 
=. "Gonzalo de Sandoval, were conſtituted dragons 
ttz chief alguazil, and rocuratar . 
BI de Eſcalante and Franciſco. Alvarez Chico. 
eſe appointed a clerk of the conncil, with 
- other inferior officers ; and having taken the ac- 
euſtomed oath, they to exerciſe their func- 
tions, and difiinguithed their new N 2 | 
the name of Villa-rica de la Vera Cruz, a ti 
Which it preſerved in the place Where it was 
afterward: fixed, for as yet the corporation ) was 
_ ambulatory.” 
I ʒbe intention of Cortes, When be eſtabliſhed 
this. cmmonnity, was to diveſt himſelf of that 
y dependence upon Velaſquez, which be 
. hitherto ſuſtained ; and Tt on the very next 
morning. after their inſtitation, the council being 
aſſembled, Cortes defired admittance, and having 
Paid 0 en to the h obſerved, * 
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t would be neceſſary to give a ſanction to the 
gona of that command, upon which all theirt | 

depended. He frankly owned, that he h,ꝭ 
uo other tide than that which he derived from 
PHI and as they knew he no longer obey- 
his principal, he would not pretend to conceal 


reſign his command into their hands; that, a3 
repreſentatives of his majeſty, they might freely | 
proceed to the election of a leader: and, as he 


ates RE Dn EE kia 


the undertaking; he could, with perfect refigna- 
tion, take up a foldier's pike. with that hand” 
which laid down the Raff of a general. So ſay- 


the truncheon, and delivering it to the alcaldes; 
retired to his barrack, in the capacity of a 
man. The council, as the affair had been pre- 
coneerted, enanimouſly admitted of his refigna-' 


'P. _ bh. A i... _— =. 
4. 
* 


be appointed y neral of the army, with a new' 
commiſſion, to be in the force until they ſhoald 
| know his majeſty's pleaſure. The people were 
made acquainted” with the reſignation of Cortes, 
and the reſolution' of the council; at which 


If ceede Bo Hernan, 5 quarters, giving him to un- 

derſtand, that the town of Villa-riea had, in the 
name of Don Catlos, and with the conſent and 
tion of the inhabitarits, in full council, 
choſen and appointed him general of the _ 
in New Spain; and, if neceſſary, did 


that ation, for the Ln: 281 ay” TOP — 5 
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che defect in his conſtitution, but was reſolved to 
had nothing at heart ſo muck as the ſucceſs of. 


ing, he laid his commiſſion upon the table, kiſſed 4 


private 


tion, but at the ſame time voted chat he ſhould 


uncommen joy, and immediately pro- 


and cemmand him to exerciſe the functions 1 
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+ Hernan accepted this command with great re- 
ect, and-aow began to rule with inward fatis- Wl © + 
faction and ſecurity. But the friends of Velaſquez ho 
reſented this alteration in a very, indiſcreet man- the 
ner; and Cortes finding more moderate expedients le- 
ineffectual, extinguiſhed it at once, by a ſtep n 
that argued his uncommon fortitude and pene- ſo 
tration. He ordered Diego de Ordaz, Pedro 1 

e 


Eſcuders, and Juan Velaſquez de Leon to be 


publicly ſeized, carried on board the ſhips, and 


Put in irons; and perceiving that their impriſon · 


ment ſtruck a terror into the troops, he declared 


_ Hi: would proceed againft them even anto death, 


ry » 132 N 


as perturbators of the public peace. He continued 
in this affectation of ſeverity ſome days, during 

- which be ſuffered no perſon to viſit the priſoners ; 
hut afterwards their fri were admitted to their 
"converſation, and among the reft ſome of his con- 
AHdents, who found means to reduce them to reaſon : 
ſio that by this reſolute conduct he effectually con- 


: ciliated: their affections; and in the ſequel they 
„food by him with unſhaken fidelity and friend- 


Oortes, having made the proper Are or- 


dered the ſhips to fail for the bay of Quiabiſlan, | 
whither he reſolved to march by land; and, ſet- 


ting out accordingly, he, in a few hours, reached 


_ .  the.river of Zempoalla, which the ſoldiers paſſed | 
in canoes, the horſes being obliged to ſwim : then 


bot: the army arrived at ſome houſes in this diſtrict, 
which they found entirely abandoned and un- 


_ furniſhed, tho' the natives had left in their temples 


_ feveral idols, and inftruments edged with flint, to- 
gether with the miſerable remains of human vic- 
fn. 


Rd ac!” ; 
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which at once moved horror and compaſ- 
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be Spaniards paſſing the night in theſe empty. - 
houſes," next day continued their march along 
the moſt beaten road that turned to the weſtward, 


leading farther from the ſhore. They ſaw not 
one perſon the whole morning, until entering 
ſome delightful meadows, they were met by twelve 
Z Indians, ö 


oaded with hens and bread, as a pre- 
ſent to Cortes from the cacique of Zempoalla, 


Who invited him to his town, where he had 


provided quarters for the Chriſtians. Six of theſe 


Indians being | diſmiſſed, with an acknowledg- | 122 5 


ment for the boſpitality of their chief, Cortes 


detained the reſt as guides to the town, Which 
was at the diſtance of a day's journey. That 


night they halted in a ſmall village, where they 
were kindly entertained by the inhabitants z and. 
in the morning they marched forward for Zem- 0 


poalla ; tho' their motions were performed with 


all imaginable caution, as Cortes ſtill doubted 5 co 
ſincerit7 of the Indians. In the N 
approached the town, from which twenty Ind 
came forth to receive Cortes, with an 1 
from their cacique, who was kept at home bx 
a natural infirmity. This was a large city, afford- 
ing a beautiful proſpect, ſituated between two 
rivers, and the houſes built of ſtone. The ſquares 
and ſtreet were filled with innumerable crouds, 
drawn together by curioſity ; and when the Spa- 
niards entered, the cacique appeared. at the gate 
ok his palace, ſupported by ſome of his nobles; 
for he was ſo monſtrouſly fat, that he could 
neither ſtand nor move. He was covered with a 
mantle of fine cotton, adorned with various jewels: 


when he was brought forwards to ſalute Cortes, 


NV K. e was ſo unweildy and ridiculous, 
ia 100g could hardly maintain that 


s 1 _ gravity | 
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1 | 3 5 RE is the characteriſtic of their nation. 
_ However, having welcomed his valiant gueſt wich 
Well turned 2 of reſpeR, he defired Cortes 
_ - wo e repoſe dunn f after his journey, * he would 


Lit 

_ ls. more at Jeilure about their GY intereſt. fou 
The troops. immediately. retired to their „ pre 
where they found. plenty of proviſion and all ne- Wl ba! 

= e then the cacique ſent a preſent to the ge- an 
1 -..neral, to the value of 20co peſoes; and afterwards WF cu 
came in perſon with a ſplendid retinue, carried in a at 

E. 2 chair, on the ſhoulders of the chief of his family. MW m 

—_ Cortes went forth to receive him, attended by his n 
1 . captains ; and retiring to a private. apartment with Ip 
= Aim . and the 1 expatiated upon the e. 
1 ur of the Spa kings Whoſe r d 
dev, and told im, the deſign of his comi 0 
5 6 to redreſs wrongs, puniſh violence, and | 1 

| "the cauſe of Juſtice and reaſon. He artfully touch- 0 

ed this. ſtring, in order to wake the Indian s reſent- | 

ment again! Motezuma, that he might gradually 


diſcover what advantages could be reaped en his 
_Indignation : and indeed the words were no ſooner 
pProbhounced, than the cacique chan colour: be 
* do ſigh like one afraid of diſcloſing his afflic- 
tion; but, his reſentment prevailing, over every other 
"eonfideration, he broke forth into bitter lamenta- 
N tions; mporting, that he and all the nei hbouring 
| - |  "Caciques groaned under the tyranny of Motezuma, 
' | "Whole power was irrefiſtable. Hernan gave him to 
underſtand, that, in'a righteous cauſe, the Spa- 
_ *niards would litde regard the power of Motezuma ; 
dut at preſent he was on his march to Quiabiſlan; 
+ and, in the mean time, he mi ight aſſure his friends 
and confederates, that he willingly u undertake 
their defence. This was the e their con- 
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i yerfation ; after which the cacique took his leave, 
-Y extremely well fatisfied ; nor was Cortes leſs | 


would ſtrengthen his intereſt in the Proſecution 
of his ſcheme. | 

* When the army was ready to march; they found 
four hundred. Indians of burthen, called tamenes, 


baggage ard 1 The country was p t 
and fertile, partly covered with trees and part! y 
cultivated in corn fields. 'They halted all” "night 
at a little village that was deſerted; and next 
morning they arrived at Quiabiſlan. They did 
not perceive any perſon in the place, until, cbm 
ing to a ſquare, fifteen Indians handſomely dreſſed | 
came out with their perfuming pans, making abun- 
dance of abject cringes, and marks of ſubmiſſion. 
Cortes ordered them to be civilly treated, and pre- 
ſented with ſome glaſs beads; ſo that, recovering 
their ſpirits, they informed him that the cacique 


had hd himſelf in order to avoid a war; 


and that the inhabitants followed his example: 
as for themſelves, they had ſtaid to know the in- 


tention of the ſtrangers; and now they were con- 


7 vinced of their honourable inclinations, they ele * 
; amunicate the news to the fugitives, who would 
return to their houſes, and ſerve them with all ff. 
delity and obedience : accordingly, ſome. families 


\. againſt whom he of *Quiabiſlan | inveighed with 


15.3 £53003) 


grear'b Bitternels ; their wok was. e bf 


FRED. WIS 


? 


at the proſpe& of ſuch- a powerful alliance, which * 


provided by the cacique, as porters to carry the 


"Swe? back that very night, and in 2 little time 
the town was filled 7 its inhabitants. In a few - 
5 the cacique himſelf returned, and was intro- 
uced by the cacique of Zempoalla, who made an 
= handfome rae: for his friend ; and the conver- 

_ Khjon turning upon the deſpotiſm of Metozüma, 


TY 


changed colour, and haſtily retired with marks of 


« # 


attended by a number of ſervants, or inferior officers, 


cuted his. command upon the miniſters af  Mote- 
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the entrance of three Indians, who having whiſpered al 
* ſomething in a ſeeming fright, the two caciques 


terror and confuſion : their diſorder was owing to i 
the arrival of fix, commiſſarjes of Motezuma, who 
. the quarters of the Spaniards.in great pomp, 


0 — them with fans made of feathers. Cor- 
es went to the gate to ſee them, while they 
oceeded with ſuch inſolent and contemptuous 
„that the ſoldiers were provoked, and. would 
heve chaſtiſed them on the ſpot, had not they been 
reſtrained by the general, who | contented himſelf 
with ſending Donna Marina, to know the cauſe 
of their coming. By theſe means he underſtood, 
- that they had ſummoned the caciques to appear 
| before them ; and, reprimanding them ſharply for 
entertaining ſtrangers who were enemies to theix 
king, they demanded, over and above the ordinary 
tribute, twenty Indians to be ſacrificed to the gods, 
23 * atonement for the crime they. bag: com- 
mitt 
"Cortes, ardared 5 ſoldiers to "RY the. ca- 
eiques to his preſence, when, telling them that he 
knew the inhuman purpoſe. of the commiſſari 
be commanded them to ſeize the Mexicans, 
leave the reſt to his conduct and diſcretion... At 
firſt they abſolutely refuſed to comply, until Cortes 
repeating his order with a reſolute tone, they exe - 


zuma, whom they confined by the necks in a kind 
of wooden pillory, to the wget ſatisfaction of 
the people, Who 1 might either = 
die the death of traitors, or 2 to the 
gods without delay. Cortes, however, would not 
* their * cho“ mY 22 them with a 


* 
8 : 
2 
PM 
x « 


"3 guar of Spaniſh ſoldiers, and retired to his quarters, 
contrive ſome method for — Angel 


was equally unwilling to come to an open rupture 
with Motezuma, or diſoblige the party he had 
ſormed againſt that prince; therefore he reſolved 
to do ſomething of Which he could make a merit 
with the Mexican emperor, without ging the 
caciques any reaſon to think him eold. or remiſs in 


EF) ES. "> © U © . 6; 


he ſent privately for two of the ' priſoners; and 
having treated them with great kindaefs, told them 


ceived their freedom ſolely from him, they might 
aſſure their prince, he would endeavour to releaſe 
the reſt of their conipanions ;- for he was deſirous 
of peace, and of deſerving that civility from Mo- 
tezuma, which was due to the ambaſſador of ſuch . 
a. mighty prince. The Mexicans heard this de- 
claration with equal aſtonjſhment and pleaſure's 
but as they durſt not ſet out on their jo journap 
for fear of being moleſted by the | 

vVvere conducted by ner Spanith: foldiers beyond. | 
the diſtrict of Zempoalla. In the morning the 
caciques came to Cortes, very much troubled at 


news with figns: of great concern, blaming ,-theie 
want of care and; vigilance :. but to prevent ſuch 
orcs. ſor the future; he ſaid, he would take 
care to guard the reſt, whom he forthwith» ordered 
carried on board the fleet, where they were 


Ki 


upon Motezuma, - whoſe your: — e chat 


N an e Puch to 


their intereſt. In conſequence of this reſolution; 


they were now at liberty, and as they had re- 9 | 


the eſcape of the two priſoners, dee ns 5 
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— the difficulty in which he was involved. He 


y ; entertai % Thus, without-iÞ the con- 3 
2 an Pr. 


. 7 
5 2 


1 
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FA eee 4 
r td dk away | 
neighbour: tin a ays, 
| Cartes was vided: br Quiabiflay w thirty 
caciques of the mountzin in fight; on which were 
pamerous ſettlements df a ruſtic people called Toto- 
pagues, who made their ſubmiſfton, and offered to 
_ aſt him with an (incredible: nontder of armed In- 
Err Sa 
This conſederacy being furmied, ho chick 36» 
5 fined her reſpeRive places of habitation. Hernan 
Cortes :refolved to ſettle the co of Villa- 
_—_ Vera Cruz, which hitherto had moved 
| wewy : for this purpoſe he pitched: 
2 "between Quiabiſlan asd che ſea, 8 
1 P 
2 urpoſe: s of building. They „ DY 
mans being affifted by che induſtry and dri ef 
| their:-Ladian ſtiend, the | houſes were Won teared, 
1 aud the tou entompaſied with around wall, ſuffi- 
3 Va: «Front it e all ethode of attack 
* in 


2 | ug ; informa of ith Liſobedicice 
; cacique mpoealls;'#efolved to aſſemble 
- His woes, not only to chaſtiſe this rebellious 9 
——— go in perſon aint "the 8 
diener hom he. deftined 25 N lac to his 
| i 126 wa op arrival of 
en 4ccoutit of” their - *. 
court? EE 
ESO: fo the a ug . 

— And He- det 
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id che ambaſſadors, obſerved that x. 3 hight) 
5 ating to the emperor; 
| | 5 officers themſelves, Who had, of their own au- 
Joby. demanded twenty Indians for their facri- 


| 1 . Anather x religion, og my I : 8 


he” 8 5 ues, for. ent 6 
: 1850 after, he Was aband Red by'Teutile anc 


| A not * het rene with M umz Th 
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E The ſettlement and ſortreſs of Vera Cruz was 


| almolt perfected When this embaſſy was brought, 


by two nephews of the emperor : their ao 
Was very 1 ndid'; the Preſent, conſiſting of Sold. 
feathers cotton, "was worth two thonfand pieces 


of eight; and the ' metfige delivered to Cortes was 


o thy effect That Motezima, being informed of 

the inſolence of the two caciques, reſolved to come 
in perſon with a powerful army to chaſliſe them 
but, as he was unwilling to break with the Sante, 

he "requeſted them to leave the territories of his 
his rehellious chiefs, that they might run no riſque 

of ſharing their puniciment; ; deſiring, at che fame 
time, Ar the -neral would fer the reſt of lis officers 


At Hberty, and. defiſt from his, defign of "coming | to. 


Meer; bea the dangers and impediments x. If 


tending loch x journey were anſarmountable. Cortes 
a received the ambafly and preſents | with g eat reſpect; 


af 


and, having delivered the four imprile oned offic 


2 


Pleaſed With ſuch an,” rtunity ſhewing hi 
7 5 tho A 1d CARR F 

the inſolence of the Exciques, ke thought. = 
{ome meaſure excuſable, from the inſolerice of 


fees; a propoſal of ſuch giabolical cruelt) 
ok ſhocking to the Spaniards ; 


ty, 


t buman Hatute ; 3. She ind 53. OT | 
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manner under his protection: that when he ſhould 
be ſo happy as to appear in the emporor's. pre- 
ſence, he would communicate the importapce of 
his embaſſy; and, in the mean time, he would pay 
no regard to impediments and dangers, which ſerved 
only to whet the reſolution of the Spaniards, who 
were accuſtomed to feck glory amidſt the greateſt 
5 difficulties. | 
Soon after this occurrence, the cacique of Zem- 
_ polls, coming to Vera Cruz, told Cortes that now | 
the time was come for his defending their country 
from the Mexicans, ſome troops of whom had ar- 
nixed at Zempazingo, a ſtrong place, at the diſtance 
of two days journey, from whence they 
mas excurhons into his diſtrict. Hernan, thinking 
uss incumbent upon him to protect his new allic ies, 
| and neceſſary to ſtrike a ed into Motezuma's 
army, deſired the cacique to provide Indians of 
burthen for the baggage and artillery ; and, | 
ning his march immediately, at the bead of 
hundred Spaniards, he paſſed by Zempoalla, where he 
was, joined by two thouſand armed. Indians ; that 
_— night he quartered his troops in ſome houſes within 
_ three leagues of Zempizingo, and next day he diſ- 
15 covered the town, ſituated among ſteep rocks, which 
_ -cndered the acceſs very difficult. Nevertheleſs, 
his men overcame the f neſs of the road, with- 
_ out having met with any refiltance ; and he. was 
—_ preparing to attack the place in ſeveral parts, when 
a was prevented by a deputatign from the town, # h 
7 eight, ancient . clothed in 2 36 3 
| 2 and p aĩted about * the ' 
that kept the head wärn. 15 1 
'baſladors, whoſe faces and handy, were hogs 
the blood of human ' factifices, approached the g 
| neal ; _ in a PR tone, aſked by _ of- 
| ENCE 


their captives, 
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13 the inhabitants had 3 the indigna-- 
tion of 2 ſo famed. far clemency and good- ! 
neſs. Cortes anſwered, that he only came to ie 
| the Mexican ſoldiers quartered. in the town, who 


had infeſted the. territories of his friends. The | 


Prieſts replied,. that the Mexican troops had. retired 
Pak into the country, when they heard that 
' Motezuma's officers. were impriſoned at Quiabiſlan, 

and that he was miſled by the falſe * 
the Zempoallans, who had this v. to 
make him the inftrument of their revenge. * 
ſoon 2 Pe tr waar of Ie alleg . n, by 

_ confuſion of the 
nettled at the el, he ! * p/n 0 


they brought into his preſence loaded with 


booty followed by the wretched inhabitants, 
. erying aloud fo juſtice, he ordered them to unbind 
| Ln ON and publicly 

told the e captains, that they had in- 
curred the penalty of death in n 


deceit as a party in their revenge. However, he 


| ſuffered- himſelf to be appreaſed by the interceſſion 
of his own officers, whom he had before hand in- 

ſtructed for . as ; tho? in truth he durſt not 

venture to w_—_— fear of loſing 
the fri enditip of his ne new He then com- 
manded the 


| : while he himtelf en entering with his Spanjards, was 


| accompanied by others of the neighbour 


received as a deliverer, and ; viſited by the 


Cacique, 
hood, who 
3 themſelyves ſubjects of the 

Fle next adjuſted: the differences | 
p25 oa t = Ilan. and the Zempoallans, avd * 


| Kg of Goa 


poallans to lodge without the town, - 


Jani ving made them . friends; returned to Vers Crus, 4 


8 Tas 680 


In his 55g 2 


gag of Zempoall 
from his rown, 
t — 73 the ; and 
porceiving that ſhamed" of his 5 
by the ch, Sf b 5 ſpe 5 rence, te 
i alſured im he had | ypleaſure ; and 
| — e ae a cacique Lag 
pro a of eight s curiou 
dorned, as be be og 5 5 he 
82 to Cortes. | The general 
this Ea of his fincerity | 
"was pot lawful for a 
man  whp differed from 
| W time the 
bled: * benen moſt 
1 rf f fu ith K de hls ee, 
=_ - med wW orrible .Cere- 
© = e ret in pieces, and ſold 
do che rel "us: acted = "Cries, who. Was 
informed et this tranſaction tting every other 
motive, inflantly commanded” the foldiers to brin 
before him'the cacique, and principal Indians: wi 
_—— theſe he piockeded be the temple, followed by hi 


3 andthe prieſts came run to the . 
wit . 0 mg ns Nh ; the yeop 


Fx of. Jr 
elves in the ave- 


ues e de g ertiap Cortes orde feli 
Donan'Matina"” 7 dei albaß hen oh the =. . | 
Thauld Jet” „Be wild" aſe the throats - 

=_ bo noe tn 
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eochultaſio, he ps "that they ſhould imme: 


diately aſcend the Reps; arid overthrow the idols 
wich their od bands: and hem they declared with 


tears and lamentations, that they would ſuffer lt 


extremities of torture rather than commit ſuch im- 
pious ſacrilege, be ordered che ſoldiers te 1 aa 
on 


the taſk, and in a twinkfin the idols were f 
dowꝛm and broken to pieces. The Indians ft 


to defend themſelves, their Toperftition was 
into contempt, and they themſelves aſſiſted the 8 
niards in burning the fragments of their” deities. 
The walls were i Wadde cane, and che tem temple 


converted. into a Ohcitian church, ee to . 


de Virgen e. 

The "Spaniards, fetüntzag to Vers Eryz, wed 
ente with ben -fojdipts 8 820 f 
thither from Cuba: and ths" {ma} add) 502 
that time reckoned a confiderab ble Tupply . 
reinforcement the general earned, that va 
- had obtained the title of king's Heutevant of ch 
and, with a power to make new diſcoveries and 
ſettlements ; 3 that this new. 24 had. augmented 


* 
„ 
r 
A 


His pride and rancour 8 5 he re- 1 
2 1 his mi | 


ſolved to perſecute wit 955 This in- 
_ formation Al Hernan to lay his 

before the king; ax the council bf Ver 
1 4 letter, conta ing an account vf* 


itign; and a detail of the. „ 


1 


E. 7 toward V Cortes, ,to 


mor N of Fuba e id Cortes Himſelf omit 


e founda 


found 


niotionlefs, expecting to ſee the immediate ven- 
geance of heaven; ut, finding their gods unable 


2 . 
2 4 he 


_ they” Beſoupht his rant dane 
"vv - meme, ra ine fee "fervice 
of: e Hy ; dependatics 


87 ad W ined 1 
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| ol reducing the Mexican empire to the obedience of 
his majeſty ; and the diſpoſition he was making to 
contend with Motezuma, by the help of his own n 
revolted ſubjects. Theſe diſpatches were committed 
to the care of Alonzo, Hernandez Portocarrero, and 
\ Franciſco Montejo, who embarked for Spain on the 
Asch of July, 5 1519, and carrying as an offering, to 
5 majeſty all the gold, jewels and curiofities they 
| aired, together with, ſome Indians, and a 
8 Hernan to his, uber Martin 


1 this period fame. of the ſoldiers and failors 

privately concerted means for eſcaping to Cuba, with 
* nce to Velaſquez, who might ſend out eruizers 
e prize of the ſhip: they had made ſure of 
; a veſſel ph laid in proviſions for the voyage; when 
one. of the conſpirators went and revealed the whole 
' ſcheme to Cortes, who took his. meaſures with ſuch. 
_— diſcretion, that all the accomplices were ſeized on 
_— board of the veſſel, and forthwith confeſſed the 
_ crime of which hey. were accuſed... Two ſoldiers; 
the. ringleaders of the conſpiracy, were condemned 
D die, other, to We 4 85 as old. offenders, 
ſhip was E to 
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exerted themſelves among the men in ſuch a mann 
ner, that the failors themſelves unanimouſly declared 
the ſhips would founder, in conſequence of the da- 
mage they had ſuſtained ; ſo that Cortes ſeemed to 
act according to their own dictates, when he order- 
ed them to bring aſhore the ſails and other neceſſary 
things, and to fink all the great veſſels, reſerving 
only the boats for fiſhing. By this deſtruction of 
the fleet, he gained a reinforcement to his army, 
'of above an hall — RY 
' Having performed this action, he with his ofi- _ 
.cers concerted meaſures for purſuing the expedition: 
he leſt one hundred and fifty men with two horſes 
in garriſon at Vera Crux, under the command of 
Juan de Eſcalante ; and, afſembling his whole force 
at Zempoalla, muſtered five hundred foot, © fifteen 
horſe, with fix pieces of cannon. © The cacique 
had provided two hundred tamenes and a confide- 
rable number of armed troops, out of which Her- 
nan picked four hundred men, including forty'or fifty NI 
noble Indians, whom he carried as hoſtages for-the _ 
| ſecurity of the Spaniards at Vera Cruz, and his own 
page, whom he left with the cacique to learn che. 
Mexican language. All things prepared for: the 
march, an expreis arrived from Juan de Eſcalante, 
with advice that ſome ſhips\were ſeen hovering n 
the coaſt ; Cortes went immediately to Vera Cruz, 
leaving the command of the troops to Pedro de 
Alvarado and Gonzalo de Sandoval. At his ar- 
rival, he perceived one of the veſſels at anchor at 
a conſiderable diſtance from the land, and on the 
| ſhore were four Spaniards, conſiſting of an eſeri- 
vano and witneſſes, who delivered to Cortes a no? 
S tikcation fignifying, that Franciſco de Garay, go- 
Vernor of Jamaica, had, by virtue of an order from 
| the king, embarked on” board of ag a” > 25 


. s 
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hungred.and ſeventy 8 ny, anger the comma! 
of Alonzo. de 8 ** eſſion of 1 
land on the {ide of an riyer 5 1 anuo, and thefe- 


_ tore — Cortes nat to make any ſettlements 


_ that way, Hernan replied, he did not underſtand 
thee forms of law, but would meet the captain 
and adjuſt the affair in an amicable manner. But 
de notary refuſmg to carry. this meſſage, and be- 
Having in an inſolent manner, Cortes ordered chem 
to be ſeized, and concealed. himſelf and his Men 
among ſome. ſandhills near the ſhore, in hopes that 


_ others would land from the ſhip: at length he 
| __ four of his men to put on the eloaths of 


the priſoners, and to. go down to the ſea-fide where 
tze hould make fignals with their cloaks. Through 
tis n or LN armed men rowed 
towards them in a hat. N approached, the 
A Per refuſed 


Y four men gradually 26 8 
5 — exce three of the conſiderate, who 

4 ales while their . companions 
on board the veſſel, Which imme diatelj 


| — apchor and food to ſea. Cortes return- 


ian, hen 8 he drew up the army 


af ther 


> mountain 
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to e with this 01 recruit of ſeven 


2 bedy of Spaniards for the van- | 
<= I f Indians for the rear, com- 
'y Names, Thenche and Tamilli, caciques 


ale „ tamenes were re- | 
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ther,. which the ſoldiers had no . ſhelter. 
990 3 began to fail they reached 


the ſummit Where they found a temple and a Ts 3 
. 5 


quantity of wood; but, here they made no 


becauſe on the other fide they deſcried ſome village BY, 
to which they haſteyed their march; and the to] 


of their diſpatch was A ach with ehen 
and accommodation. 

Here began the large and populous province of 
Zocothlan, the cacigue Fe Which reſided in a, city 


of the ſame name. To this prince Cortes ſent, nöd 
tice of his arrival and deſign, by two of the Zem- © 


poallans, who quickly returned with a favourable 


anſwer ; and in a ſhort time they diſcovered. the 


city, which made a magnificent figure with towers | 
and edifices. The cacique came forth and rexingd” 
ay we rar Leg of forced civility : the quar- 
ters proyided for the troops were, ipcamme k 
2 proviſions ſcanty ; ſo that 5 ; Rlawply * 
el plea th his gueſts ; 

er Cortes prudently og his re{ 


that he might give the Indian no handle [to — 
gage 


him 1n hoſtilities, which might | retard his 
Journey. Next day the cacique, whole name was 
Olindeth, repeated his viſit to Cortes, who receiy- 
ing him with great civility, among other queſtions, 


aſked whether he was ſubject to the king of Mex- 
Io. The other immediately anſwered, © Is there 


« any man upon earth who is not a flave to Mo- 


" © tezuma? When Hernan Jegrybuly replied, that 


he himſelf, od thoſe who accompanied him, "wr 
ed another king, who had many ſybjeQs m 
1 than Motezuma. The cacique, now 
Pay much attention to theſe words, 
py he grade of Ky" MRP e the 
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s under his dominion were not to be reckon- 
ed; and that he reſided in an impregnable city, 
| founded in the midſt of lakes; then he expatiated 
upon the immenſity of his riches, the ſtrength of 
his armies, and the miſery of his enemies, above 
| twenty thouſand of whom were yearly facrificed 
| to his gods. Cortes eafily perceived this diſcourſe 
had been dictated by the court of Mexico, in order 
to deter him from proceeding : but ſeeming ignorant 
_ his defign, . de that he was already well 
_ informed of the grandeur of Motezuma ; that his 
= 'own' embaſſy was peaceable ; but, nevertheleſs, he 
_ defired peace without being afraid of war ; for, the 
molt inconſiderable Spaniard was able to cope with 
Whole army of Indians; that he would never 
draw the ſword without provocation; but if com- 
£ pelled to acts of hoſtility, he wonld deſtroy his 
"enemies with fire and ſword: for nature would 
aſſiſt him with her prodigies, and heaven with its 
Ughtesitg. This declaration, which has the air of 
\ a ridiculous rhodomontade, was extremely well cal- 
| culated for the intellects of the Indians, who were 
| confounded and overawed at the intrepidiry of the 
| Spaniards, which they attributed to ſomething ſu- 
pernatural, | 
1 cacique owned to father Bartholome de Ol- 
- meds, that the Chriſtians were of a ſuperior race 
of men, that their reaſons were ſurpriſingly con- 
vincing, and their valour invincible: from this 
moment he. entirely altered his conduct, and plen- 
tifully ſupplied 4 with all neceſſaries for the 
ace of five days, during which they ſtayed in 
thlan. The cacique treated him with infinite 
| reſpeR, preſented him with four female flaves, and 
=_ _ red to ſupply him with twenty noble Indians 
9 1 for the FOE: Notwithſtanding theſe civi- 


tie 
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Vties, he was till at heart a ſlave to Motezuma z_ 
and, by his direction, adviſed Cortes to continue his 
march by the way of Cholula, telling him it was 
a fertile country, well peopled with inhabitants, | 
who would plentifully ſupply his troops in their 
whereas, ſhould he take the road 
of b Tag. he muſt march through a country 


polleſſed by a people addicted to cruelty and 3 


* 
war. This advice, however, was rejected, in con- 


ſequence of the information Cortes received from 


the Zempoallans of his army, who aſſured him, 


that the Cholulans were a faithleſs people, wholly - 


devoted to Motezuma, whoſe troops were quarter - 
ed in all the towns of their diſtrict; whereas 
the Tlaſcalans were friends to the Totonaques . 
and Zempoallans, and continually at war with 


Motezuma; they therefore counſelled him to 


march through that province, where he would 


de well treated, as their ally and confederate. 


He then proceeded on his march to the pro- 
vince of Tlaſcala that bordered upon Zocothlan, 


and hearing the country was in arms, he re- 


ſolved to halt in a ſmall town called Xacazingo, | | 
until he ſhould be better informed of — in- 5 


| tention. 


Tlaſcala, being about fifty 8 in circum- 


ference, abounded with inhabitants, though the 


land was mountainous and uneven, and the houſes 
of the town were built upon different eminences, 
partly for defence, and partly with a view to 
leave the plain for the purpoſes of cultivation, 


At firſt the people were governed by kings; till, 
..« weary of their tyranny, they ſhook off the yoke, 


and formed themſelves into a commonwealth : 


5 they divided the towns into a certain number of 
I and * lent a n to Tlaſ- 
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* where they conlitited & fen, * 
lations of which the whole province © 
Under this form of government they had 
maintained themſelves againſt the kings of Meri 
cb, and were now at their higheſt pitch of power; 
for the cruelty of Motezints had augmented the 
number of their confederates, among whom they 


reckoned the Otomies, a warlike nation, famed 


_ alike for valonr and barbarity. 


To this repdblic Cortes ſent four of the chief. 
-  Zempoallans, who were amply inſtructed by Donna 


Marina and Aguilar, how to harangne the ſenate, 


in demanding a paſſage for the Spaniards through 


the territories of Tlaſcala. They immediately aſ- 
ſumed the enfigns of ambaſſadors; each putting on 


| His ſhoulder a wreatlied cotton tippet knotted at 


the ends, bearing in the right hand a large arrow, 


and on the left arm 4 target of ſhell: when the 
purport of the embaſly is war, the feathers of the 
rere are red; but white, when their errand is 


By theſe ſymbols N were known and 
„ if they turned 


* on the high ron | 
1 they fork theif privileges and — 


nmities. 


In this manner the four envoys. of Cortes en- 
_ tered Tlaſeala, where they were lodged in a houſe 
ſet apart for the reception of ambaſſadors, and 


next day were introduced into the ſenate, the 


members of which roſe from their little chairs, 
called yopales, to bid them welcome. The am- 


baſſadors enterred with their arrows raiſed on 
25 and their tippets on their heads, in token 


extraordinary veneration'; then, having paid 


their reſpects nid the ſenate, the walked leifurely 


to the middle of the hall, where they kneeled 
* their Ow” fixed hs bes __ * 5 


3 


+ 


1. coe oy | urkiee th: 
br permiſſion to ſpeak. When the eldeſt ſenator” 


defired them to declare their bulinefs, they ſeated 
chemſolves upon their legs, and he who was 
pitched upon as the orator expreſſed himſelf i | 


this effect. 


. Noble republic, we give yon notice that an 


cc invincible race of men are arrived from the 


«eaſt, and ſeem to be more than human: „ 
« they ſail upon palaces, and wield" the thunder 1 5 


« and lightning: yet they worſhhip Art: 


«© Being ſuperior to our gods, who is offended at 


« the ſacrifices of human blood. Their general 


« is ambaſfader from a powerful prince, who 


« defires to reform the abuſes. of our country, 
« and repreſs the tyranny of Motezuma : he has 
« Already. reſcued our provinces from oppteſſion, 


« and as he means to paſs through your territories, ' 
4 in his way to Mexico, he Jefires to know Where 
in you have been aggrived by the tyrant, that 


«he may redreſs your wrongs. We have expe- 


4 Randed his valour and beneficence, and -, 


% moniſh and requeſt you to entertain thoſe 
« gers as the friends of your allies.” The 


coteluded, the Your Indians raiſed” Whittiſciveron | 


their knees, and, making a profond reveretice to 
the ſenate, ſat down. as efore, in expectation of 
an anſwer. . The ſenators gave the ambaſſadors 

to underftand, that they received the ſalutation 


| I their confederates with all imaginable gra- 
titude ; but that they muſt ' deliberate i che 
anſwer to be given to the ſtrangers. Then 
Indians retired, and the ſenate began to diſcuſs 
the demand of Cortes, which produced very dbb -ẽ 
 Kinates debates: ſome propoſing to comply / with Bb 
His requeſt, and others infiſting upon repelling _ | 
Vii STR force of arms. ns chief of thoſe who 


_ eſpouſed 
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- eſpouſed the pacific opinion was an old ſenator, 5 
| called Magiſcatzen, who reminded them of a pro- ©. 
phecy, importing that an invincible race of men of 
would. come from the oriental regions, with fuch M-* 
dominion over the elements, that they ſhould 
found floating cities upon the ſeas, and uſe fire 
and air to ſubdue the earth: he ſaid theſe ſtran- 
gers were certainly the very people predicted; they 
came from the eaſt, their arms were fire, they 
dwelt in floating-houſes, and, by their actions 
in Tabaſco, they proved themſelves invincible. 
The ſpeech of Magiſcatzen was received with 
acclamation and applauſe ; when the favourable 
intention of the ſenate was wholly altered by the 
interpoſition of Zicotencal their general, a young 
man of great ferocity and ambition, who ridi- 
culed the prophecy, at leaſt the ſuppoſition of 
its being verified in the arrival of the Spaniards, 
whom he repreſented as ordinary men, whoſe 
veſſels and arms were the effect of human in- 
= duftry, whoſe valour was not uncommon, tho 
their pride, cruelty, and avarice were intolerable ; 
por they contemned the laws and cuſtoms of the 
Indians, thirſted after their gold, lived at diſ- 
cCiretion, deſtroyed their temples, and blaſphemed 
"© their gods: with reſpect to the ſignals of hea- 
| ven, they were always deemed as fore-runners 


of calamity, and therefore ought to be inter- 

preted as warnings to oppoſe and extirpate thoſe 
preſumptuous ſtrangers. Theſe arguments pre- 

ponderated with à people trained to war and 

ä —_ of glory : they ordered the general to 
form the army and try his ſtrength with the 

_ Chriſtians, and in the mean time detained che 

ambaſſadors, intending, ſhould they be worked, | 
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to iy the blame of the war upon the ferocity 


of their Otomy allies, and uſe the interceſſion 


of the Zempoallans in procuring peace. 


The Spaniards having waited eight days at | | 
Zacazingo for the return of his, meſſengers, 


whoſe delay he looked upon as a confirmation of © 


the hoſtile intent of the Tlaſcalans, Cortes reſolved 
to march towards their city, that he might diſ- 
cover their defigns, or attack them before they 
were joined by their allies. This was a prudent 


reſolution; for they had not time to guard a ſtrong 


wall of hewn ſtone, extending from one mountain 
to another as a bulwark to their territories, 
through the opening of which he paſſed without 
oppoſition. The Spaniards, having paſſed it witn- 
out difficulty, formed themſelves again into a 


compact body, and continuing their march, diſ- 


covered at à conſiderable diſtance twenty or thirty 


Indians, who by their plumes appeared to be 


ſoldiers in the field. Cortes ſent his ſcouts to 


allure them- with ſigns of peace, while he fol- 


| lowed with eight horſe, ordering his infantry to 


advance at leiſure. The Indians ſtayed, until 


the fix horſe that were detached ' before the 
reſt drew near; then they betook themſelves to 
their heels, until they joined their party, when 


they faced about and ſtood in a poſture of de- 
fence.” They were immediately attacked by 


fourteen horſe, and ſtood their ground without 
* flinching, notwithſtanding the damage they Te. 
ceived, until they were reinforced by five thon-' |. 
fand Indians who had lain in ambuſcade; at tile 
ſame time the Spaniſh infantry came up, and | 
formed themſelves into a battalion, to ſuſtain the 
fury 1 * which the "wy advanced; but * 

D 


the various colours of their enſigns. The Spaniards, 
_ without being di 


[ _ Ws : them at a diſtance from the hill, they 
1 1 


L. A | 
Pn * 3 
NI Ne a A 


"ſs Par congynser „ MEXICO. 


. n alley of the fire-atine, g 98 yr the 
Arxoention, they turned " their backs, and the Spa- dir 
niards taking of their confuſion, fell up- his 
dnn them with ſuch reſolution, that in à 1ittle rec 

time they quitted the field, leaving fixty men dead ret 
and ſome priſoners. - Cortes would not allow then il 1o 
do be purſued, but took: poſſeſſion of ſome houſes, an 
in which they paſſed the night. Next day, they fre 

werte oppoſed by a larger body of the enemy, Who © 
diſcharging a flight of arrows and a great quantity de 
pdf "ſtones from ſlings, began to retreat. Cortes per- 7* 
TCeiving that their retreat was rather the effect of ©! 
ſtratagem than of fear, followed in cloſe order, n 
until having reached the top of an 'eminence in 0 

- _-. -the Toad, he diſcovered a plain on the other fide, ( 1 
almoſt covered with an army of forty "thouſand Wl ** 

men, compoſed of various nations, diſtinguiſned by 2 


h at 'the ſight of. ſuch odd; 
marched down the hill, and forming on the even 


_ ground below, where the horſes could act, moved 
on the attack: the Indians ſtill retired, nel ſeeing 
to 
ht and lift, running furiouſly to occupy: the 
3 on both ſides, then cloſing in a 
urrounded the Spaniards, who threw' themſelves 
into the form of an hollow ſquare, to ſuſtain their 
fury. The air was darkened with arrows, an in- 
numerable quantity of darts and tones rained up- 
on the Spaniards, and the Indians perceiving the 
/ little effect of theſe miſſiles, boldly attacked them 
with pikes and ſwords. Cortes trampled under foot 
all that were in his way, the fire arms killed them 
in heaps, and the artillery mowed down whole 
+ Gina... 3 employed to Len mm 
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their killed and wounded ; the multitude began to 


redoubled vigour. Art firſt, tbey made à gallant 
reſiſtance, but the horſes threw them into diſorder, 


and treading one another under foot. During the 
fray, Pedro de Moron being mounted on a mare, 
engaged himſelf too far, ſo that he was taken af- 
ter having received ſeveral ' wounds; and tho? ſoon 
releaſed, the mare was killed, and the Indians cloſed 
again, and renewed the battle. The Spaniards were 
now tired with action, when, all of a ſudden, the 
cries of the enemy ceaſed, and this ſilenee was 
ſucceeded by their kettle- drums ſounding a retreat, 


in obedience to which, they moved ſlowly off. 


Kicotencal ordered this retreat to be ſounded, be- 
cauſe the greateſt part of his commanders being 
killed, he would not venture to manage ſuch an 
army without officers: yet, notwitſtanding their 


| = loſs, they entered their quarters triumphant, 


uſe. they had not been overcome, and the mare's 


 -Who ſent it to Tlaſcala, where it was facrified in 


I 


one of their temples, with great ſolemnity. In this 
battle, nine or ten Spaniſh ſoldiers were wounded, and 
-fome of the Zempoallans, who did good ſervice on 
this occaſion, fired by the example of the Spaniards, 
"Cortes, perceiving a ſmall town on a rifing ground 


that commanded that country, marched thither, and 


found abundance of proviſion; but, as there was 
not accommodation for the whole army, the Zem- 
poallans built huts for themſelves, and chearfully 
_-raifed ſome works of earth and faſcines to ſecure 
the place, Which was naturally ſtrong, and of dif- 
Ki; _ | a D 2 25 Various 


+ 


diminiſh, and their fury to abate: then Cortes placed \ W 
his horſe on the wings, .and charged them with _ 


ſo that they began to fly on all ſides, wounding 5 | 


head was carried as a trophy before the general, 


"* r 1 N 
4 9 SLE 9 
- wt 
e * N 5 „ 7 
* 4 - »* > n . : 
* J * ! 
— * o 3 1 7 
+ | 
y * 4 a 
Wh : 
1 


V 
i 


* _ * 2 „ * ”— = - 8 "RY . - * — < 2 * 4 
* * * 1 OED 7 o 3 v 
5 2 - * ; F 
he. - j pi % 
* - 4 * 
OS 
” = * * 
Y . 


= . 13 Tux CONQUEST or MEXICO. 
= | - Various were the ſentiments of the Tlaſcalaty 
upon the event of this day's engagement. Some the 
_  cricd out for the peace; Magiſcatzen valued him- ch 
ſelf . upon having foreſcen the diſaſter: others breath- ©* 
/  _ed-nothing but menaces, comforting themſelves with * 
the death of the mare. Xicotencal demanded ſup- 
.Plies' for the army, and one of the confederates 
arriving at this period with ten thouſand men, this 
ſuccour encouraged them to proſecute the war with 
freſh vigour. Mean while, the four Zempoallan 
envoys having made their eſcape, returned to the 

- Spaniſh. camp by different ways, and gave an ac- 
count of their having been deſtined By the Tla- 
ſcalans as facrifices to the god of war, as ſoon as 

. © , Xicotencal took: the field: and this information had 
ſuch an effect upon their companions, that Cortes, 
who wanted to renew his offers of peace, could not 


ccc 


find meſſengers to carry the propoſalss. 
A A profound filence reigned through the whole 
Country, ſo that the very ſtillneſs was ſuſpicious, 
' and the retreat of  Zicotencal had all the marks 
| of an undecided' diſpute : he had reaſon, therefore, 
to maintain his poſt, to the ſtrength of which he 
had added by new works: yet, foreſeeing the In- 
dians would interpret his inaction to fear, he re- 
ſolved to ſally from his quarters the very next 
morning, in order to reconnoitre the country, and 
diſturb the enemy: which reſolution he in perſon 
executed. * 4m as far as ſome villages in 
the road to Tlaſcala, where he took ſeveral pri- 
ſoners, ſrom whom he learned that Xicotencal was 
encamped about two leagues from thence. Cortes 
having permitted the Zempoallans to deſtroy the 
country with fire and ſword, returned to the camp, 
Z from whence he ſet at liberty all the priſoners he 
Had made in this excurſion, that they might re- 


A 


228 
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thin the impreſſion of Spaniſh generoſity ; and of. 


' thoſe who were taken on the day of battle, he 


choſe two or three to carry a meſſage to Xicotencal, 
expreſſing his concern for the loſs he had ſollninad 


in the action, which was owing to the obſtinacy 
of his nation, in rejecting the peaceable requeſt of 
the Spaniards ; and deſiring that they, would now. 
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liſten 75 terms of accommodation, — be | | 


ſhould be obliged to deſtroy. them root and branch, 


The priſoners departed with this meſſage, promiſing | 
faithfully. to. return with an anfwer ; and indeed 
few hours elapſed before they. kept their word : 


for, they game back in a blogdy condition, hav- 


| 125 been mangled by order of Xicotencal, for their 
1 in delivering ſuch a charge; to which _ 
wered . hy the ſame meſſengers, that he would 
ney 4 the Chriſtians in the feld, when 
| he made no doubt but he ſhould carry them alive 


to the altars of his gods, on which their blood 


ſhould be ſacrificed : he, therefore, gave notice of 

his reſolution, that their captain might have time 
to prepare himſelf; for, he was not accuſtomed 
to leſſen the glory of his victories, in attacking 


his enemy by ſurprize. Cortes. tho piqued at the 


inſolence of this barbarian, would not neglect his 
advice; but at day-break he drew his troops into 8 
the field, leaving in the quarters ſuch a force as he 
thought neceſſary for their defence, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of a part where he could receive the enemy 
4 = advantage. There he formed his men, ſe- 


Dy flanks with the artillery, and putting 
at the head of his horſe, in order to. bring 
— to every place where it ſhould be wanted. 
The ſcouts ſoon returned with intelligence that the 


enemy was upon the march, and preſently their 
| * — to plain began to Gl with 


armed 
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armed Indians, ſo that the eye could not reach the 
end of their troops; their number amounted to 
aboye fifty thouſand men, conſiſting of the whole 
ſtrength of the republic and its allies. They diſ- 
played à great eagle of gold, the enſign of Tlaſ- 
_ ala, which they never brought into the field ex- 
cept in their greateſt undertakings, and advanced 
with equal intrepidity and expedition. When they 
came within cannon-ſhot, the artillery ſtruck ſuch 
"a terror into them, that they halted for ſome time, 
FA divided between fear and indignation; but, rage 
prevailing, they ruſhed forward, until they were 
near enough to uſe their flings and arrows, and 
then they were a ſecond time Ropped by the diſ- 
charge of the-fire-arms and croſs-bows. The en- 
gagement laſted a long time, until the Tlaſcalans, 
the carnage that was made among them 
the Spaniards, who ſtood ſaſe in the advantage 
def their arms and diſpofition, obeyed the dictates 
of deſpair, and burſting among them like a torrent, 
Ddocke their ranks by dint of weight and multi- 
tude. Them uns no cccafion for all the valour 
- of the ſoldiers, all the bravery and conduct of the 
officers ; and indeed they formed : in by main 
Force, bearing down all that did not give way to 
their amazing efforts. At this very juncture, ' a very 
diſturbance was obſerved among the enemy: 
weir troops moved to and fro, dividing and 
wning their arms againſt each other ; till at length 
=_ they retired together in a tumultuous manner. 
| It was afterwards known that the cauſe of this 
| difturbance and retreat was the infolence of Xico- 
tencal, who upbraided one of the confederate ca- 
we ciques with cowardice, becauſe he didnot advance 
_— when the reſt were engaged. The Indian chief, 
1 # + pag 2 meu, —_— 
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equal obloquy, a perſonal challenge allenge enſued, and the 


other caciques eſpouſed the quarre] of their friend: 
at length, 4 * confederates retired, and Xicotencal, 


finding himſelf abandoned by his allies, left the b 


field and the victory to the Spaniards, after having ſeen 

a vaſt number of his people ſlain. Though Dae loft 
— one ſoldier. on this occaſion, ſome of the men 
returned to the quarters in a melancholy humour, 


produced by the reflection of their having been put 
= diſorder, and loudly. deelared that they would 


not. ſacrifice themſelves. 5 the obſtinacy of Cortes, 
but return of themſelves to Vera Cruz, and leave 
him alone to his own. ambition and temerity. This 


ſpirit of mutiny increaſed to ſuch a degree, that 


Cortes found it neceſſary to aſſemble and harangue 


the ſoldiers: he obſerved, that they had already 


vanquiſhed "and overthrown the Tiaſcalans, who, 


4 certainly ſue for peace; ſo that they ſhould 


proceed to Mexico with additional reputation, ac- 
quired from the conqueſt of a warlike people: 
but, ſhould they now attempt to retreat, they muſt 


forfeit all hopes of their enterprize, bring them- 


ſelves. into. contempt with allies who now looked up- 


on them as invincible, and expoſe themſelves to 
the Tlaſcalans, who, Knowing all the paſſes of the 
country, would hatraſs them in their march by 


ambu cades, ſo as to intercept their return, And 


5 prrbape effect their. total deſtruction. He exerted © ; 


eloquence with ſuch ſucceſs, that one of the 


mutineers cried aloud, «« Fellow-foldiers, our gene- 
ral is in the right: we cannot now retire with- 
. out being inevitably Toft.” His reſolution. Was | 
a app plauded by the acclamations of the whole army 
2 „be inhabitants of Tlaſcala, intimidated by as — 


_ Event. of the ſecond battle, cried aloud for peace 
Witd thoſe nen. e certainly ee 9 
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and immortal. "The ſenate concluded ey were 
magicians, and, reſolving to oppole 'enchantment, 


have diſcovered the cauſe of their own miſcarriage, 


_ affirmed the Spaniards, being the offspring of the 


Jan, derived a ſuperior force from the warm and 
Invigorating beams of their father: but, that when 
he diſappeared in the weſt, that influence ceaſed, 


and they remained dif) irited and withered like the 
| kerhs of the field. They therefore propoſed that 
the chriſtians ſhould be attacked by night, and 


utterly deſtroyed before they could be animated by 


the cifing ſan. . This important intelligence was 


communicated to Xicotencal by the ſenate, with 
orders to execute the plan, and he immediately 


: began: to make proper diſpoſitions for the action. 
Mean while the Spaniards raiſed contributions 
5 among the neighbouring villages, driving the de- 
tached parties of the enemy before them, tho“ they 
uſed the unarmed natives ſo well as to gain both 
their good will and proviſion. Cortes was. | 

5 careful in preſerving ſtrict diſcipline: he 


e 
kept ſentinels poſted at a diſtance from the 


| nes: the guards mounted and were relieved. 
VWoith the greateſt regularity ; the horſes ſtood: ſaddled 
a night, and the ſoldiers either watched or reſted 
upon their arms. This preciſion was of the utmoſt 

_ Eonlequence 3 for, on the night deſtined for the at- 


tack projected by the Tlaſcalans, the out-ſentinels 


diſcovered à body of the enemy marching towards 
- their quarters, with an unaccuſtomed ſlowneſs and 
lence; and notice being giver of their approach, 


the ſoldiers manned the works, and chearfully 


| "waited to give them a warm reception. | Zicttencal 
- Hrovuglit* with bim ten thouſand men, Whom he 


Go" to attack 5 — on e fide} and 
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tes no ſooner, perceived them flackening in the 
ack, and_retiring from, the wall, than he {ent \ | 
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they executed his commands with equal ſpeed and 
reſolution : but, met with ſuch a. Ea. and un- 
1 reſiſtance, that many fell upon the ſpot, 
nd the. reſt were infected with the greater fear, 

s they had come in full conſidence of findin a | 
te. Spanjards weak and . unprepared. Xicoten 
was now ſenſible. of the deluſion of the forcerers ;. 
but, his anger animated. him to ſuch a pitch of 
courage, that he returned to the aſſault with. re- 
doubled fury: Indians helping one another to 


climb over, the wall, and one party ſucceeding as 


another was ſlain, for ,a conſiderable length of 
time, during which they ſuffered as much from 


their own diſorder, as 93 arms of the Chriſt- 
jans ; till at length, the general finding it im- 


practicable to carry his point, ordered the fignal 
to be given for withdrawing his men. But C 
in 


out part of his infantry and all his horſe, furniſh- - 


ed with breaſt · plates full of bells, to charge the 
| Indians, who were ſo terrified, that they fled in con- 


fuſion, leaving a e number of dead and wound- 
ed behind — This victory was obtained with 


the loſs of only one Zempoallan, a circumſtance. 
_ altogether - ſurpriſing, . conſidering the innumerable 


heaps. of arrows, darts, and ſtones that were found 


within the intrenchments. 


Phe news no ſooner reached Tlaſcala, than the 


| inhabitants. demanded peace, and juſtice againſt the 
magicians. The ſenate aſſembling, agreed to uniſh 


the impoſtors, two. of whom were immediate tely ſa- 


tend 4 to. their gods, and to implore forgiveneſs 


of the ſtrangers, whom they now certainly believ- 


5 ed to be the celeſtial men mentioned in their pro- 
1 A , was ſent to inform Nico- 
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"= —_ fs n reſolutio ge command him 
do deſiſt operations of war. The general, 
S 8 exaſperated againſt the Spaniards, abſolu- 
reſuſed to comply with this command; and re- 

f to aſſault 5 enemy again by night, after 
| be Bos have — 'himſelf” of the ſtrength 
F und nature of their fortifications, For this pur- 
po, he employed ſoldiers to enter Spanifh quarters 
among the peaſants, who reſorted” thither to ex- 
change proviſions for baubles. The ſpies fpent 
great part of the morning among the chriſtians, 
unſuſpected, until a Zempoallan, who had perceiv- 
ed one of them examining the fortifications, com- 
municated his ſuſpicion to Cortes, who ordered him 
d de ſeized and put to the torture, when he 
made an ample confeflion, by means of which 
dis confederates were apprehended, and the whole 
ſedeme diſcovered. The general, thinking it ne- 
= ceſſary ta aft with rigour on this occaſion, or- 
_— dered, that of fifteen who ſeemed the moſt obſtinate, 
ſome ſhould loſe an hand, others be deprived of 
their thumbs, and diſmiſſed to tell Xicotencal he was 
prepared for his coming, and had ſent thoſe ſpies 
alive, that he might not loſe their information con- 
3B - cerning the ' Spaniſh works. | 
NR The Indian army was firuck with ataniſiiment 
at this bloody ſpectacle, and their meflage made a 
deep impreſſion on the mind of their general, who 
now believed; that the ' Chriſtians could not have 
N this deſign, without ſupernatural Intelli - 
gence. While he Wh . nated on this reffection, he 
was -overtaken by ſeveral miniſters, who- diveſted 
him of the ts Bo command, on account of his 

inſolence and diſobedience. He was immediate 
". deſerted by his captains and men, who being 2 

"7 overwhelmed: TO conſternation, een 
; different 


— 
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| different ways, leaving him to return to oa, 


Private _ : 


All that bt, and nent day, thi Sg 
pected an at 


er OC of Tlaſcala. There 
; of rank, adorned with the tokens 


time to time, 


UU 


pe e 1 Ran 6s 


from 3 — fo what — en, cane 
and when they anſwered, © From the ſenate of 
4, Tlaſcala, to treat of peace; they ware per- 
mitted to enter. Cortes received them with great 
gravity and ſtate, and they having repeated their 
proſtrations delivered their 


the war upon the 


in the name of the ſenate and inhabitants of Tlaſ- 
cala, who earneſtly requeſted that he would im- 
mediately march inta their city, where they ſhould 


non to his 


as a mar of bis goodneſs 


ö . a abel to deſerve it: he 


* 


but on the ſecond morning, the « | 
vanced 1 diſeovered a number of loaded 


| y, conſiſtibg oß 
apologies for what was paſt, laying the blame o 
7 ſerocious diſpoſition: of the: Oto- 
mies and Chontales their allies; and ſuing ſor peace 


f on 84 however, | 


. » 


— 


de ſerved as'-childrey of the dun and rothen erf | 
re . ity in his 


_ from him, thy — to look upon their admiſ- ; 
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However, / endeavour to appeaſe the anger of is 
captain, and in the mean time the Tlaſcalans 
wonſd do well to facilitate an accommodation, by 
_. amending” their conduct. | 
Ihe fame of the Spaniards: increaſed: withouhoir 


_ - every thing that paſſed, was much alarmed at their 
_  Afucceis, fearing that, ſhould the victors and the 
* vanquiſhed unite, they might be able to pen 
4 Ys whole empire. Let, inflead of aſſembling 
army, he made no preparations of that ki 


5 | but had recourſe to negotiation, and ſent an- 
_— other preſent; 5 ey 


_ and, if-poſlible, to hinder him from coming to an 
= © accommodation. with the Flaicalans. Five noble 


Tia 


fifty noblewen, who attende 


«4h * 


vate 


4 j EV 
3 : 


.viftories;; and Motezuma, who had intelligence of 


1 ſome. ſuperior ai: 


ambaſſadors, who had 
| — ie divert him wy his intended journey, 


erer to Execute ber commiſion from. the fod 


© 
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"He was aboye the middle ftature, will made/ W 
Ag ores — corpulent; and tho his features 
were not agreable, is 2aſpect” commanded” 
He was habited in a white mantle, adorned wn 
jewels; he appeared” with the free air of a ſoldier 
before" Cortes, took his feat, and having told W- '- WM 
he was, owned frankly that he was dhe cauſe f MW 
the war, believing the Spaniards were the favourites 
of Motezuma, whom he abhorred ; but now) he 
was come to put "himſelf intd the hands of his MM 
conqueror, hoping by this ſubmiſſion to obtain © i 
| pardon for his country, which he requeſted once, 
twice and thrice, in the name and by the autho- 
. the ſenate; nobles and commons of Tlaſcala. 
He likewiſe intreated him to enter the city, where 
be would find quarters provided for his men; af 
| the inhabitants might be well uſed, and 
their gods and wives ee from military Us 


= 
Cortes, in the h 'of dhe Mexicin: anballh- 
dors, after having complained with vehemence' of 
the unjuſt war they had carried on, granted the 
peace they defired, and promiſed that no violence 
Houta be committed by his ſoldiers; adding, _ 
when he ſhould'be'-diſpoſed to enter their eiry, he 
2 en notice e - 
— : 7 
of bis — offered bimnfelf — n attendant? 
a hoſtages: but Cortes would not accept” of ahn WM 
ſiecurity; Which he ſaid was quite unneceflary* ts an 
army, which had maintained itſelf in the midſt of 
declared enemies; and -promifing to march as ſoon 


r be could make the proper diſpoſitions, he broke. = 


2 7 p 
4 


up the ee r his hand to 
[EY | „ i | at 


: : 2 
a * 


a. 


parting, telling him, chat hecwould return 
e ater be bad. dne de Mexican am 


3 ch 
mer, this, im 
5 n a. — 
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of greater dy thancthe for- 


r 


at the quarters of the 
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| files alarmed the 'Tlaſcalans fo much, that” they 
came to a reſolution to viſit the Spanim quatters 


in ths form of a te. to-convince Cortes of their = 


45 With the 'Y [ 


Lale ie andre : 
in ſolemn proceſſion, with a numerous artendance, f 


l, ho received: them 


_ | with"his accuſtomed ftate and civility 5 and after 


And 


they were ſeated, he was by the father IM 
of Nicotencal, an old blind man, of a very vene- i 
rable appearance; who gave him to underſtand. 
that the ſenate of Tlaſcala were come to make 
- their ſubmiſſion, ſue for” peace on his on terms, 
and diſſuade him from engaging in any league with 


treated him to honour their city with h 3 
and was ſo prefling in this requeſt, that Contes-af- 


Sal e a match "eo" w e 
as the people of the villages could be aſſembled, MH 
to conduct his artillery and baggage⸗ „ "Ih *con- 

. ſequence of chis declaration, he next . DSA. "re | 

_ five hundred "rugs at his quarters, = = 

made the proper diſpoſitior , forthwith. par hs = 
— he ent. order which 1 5 
army always preſerved. The fields" were es 

"ah light, and behaved” with ſuch g aid and 


with multitudes of people, who came forth I 
- outeries, as the Spaniards miſtook for die "Clambur 

of war,” until they were utidetejved - 
by Donna Marina, Who told them this was the 
1 in de which the Indians expreſſed their oy on i 
| ſome diſtance from the town, the i 
Alle, 6; e Apt ſenators and nobles, 1 


4 q 
> ing * 
: \ -wad 9 * 
"Ty * : a i. 


Motezuma, whom they repreſented* as 4 - tyrant, | 
Wt foe to humanity and juſtice :' 0 likewiſe in- 


MY 


* ſtrangers. as they paſſed: and the 
3 ox toes ſpeQators formed © groupe n 


| — 


F 8 | es wa 2 
ing, turned about 8 — nagar 


the, prieſts, clad. in their Jong facrificing garments, 


came with their copper cenſers, fumigating the 


v, admiration and awe 


. 8 the, Sth. day of N November. in the year 1919. | 
early in the morning, n began its march, 


of th 


countenance of 


J r 
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gay: they approached in two files, without lifting” 
their eyes from the ground, and as they drew 2 
fell back n esel fide. Then appeared "afar off 
a larger K in the midſt of Which was 
MNMotezuma, carried” on the ſhoulders of his favod- 
1 in 4 chair of burniſhed gold, ſurrounded with” 
utifully arranged. Four per- 

fn? of e held over him à canopy of green 
feathers, interwoven with ornaments” of filver; and 
he was preceded by three officers with golden 
rds, which they lifted up from time to time as 
a ſignal of the king's approach, that all might 
proſtrate themſelves and hide their heads. Cortes 
diſmounted before they met, and Motezuma alight- 
ing from his- chair at the ſame time, ſome Indians 
- went before, ſpreading carpets, that his facred feet 
— not touch the ground. He came forward 
4 flow ati Gem packs. regs, upon his. 
cus the princes of Tztacy "ng Tereueo, 
Was of a g preſence, about Ae y years of age, 
ca middſe ſtature, and a IKE OS rather de- 
Fate” than robuft®” His noſe was aquiline, Rs 
complexion remarkably fair among the Indians; 
Ke R ' reached à lickle way below his ears, and 
lis eyes were Le : „tho“ his look ſeemed ma- 
d ajd” thoughtful. He wore a mantle of the 
meſt Cotton, "tied carelefly on his ſhoulders, that 
covered''the ' greateſt rele of his body, the end”, 
| trailing u te ground, and his robe was = 
verre Nac pearls, and precious ftone. He” 

wore” à mitre 7 . pt; nd on his ENT, 
_ oo that jet with  Rudged f ſtraps, 


N > fis leg.” 5 
ich becoming haſte, aud made 
e n Which Motezäma returned 


: in the” manner of his country, to — 


5 * 9 « 
1 - aa 
V 4 * * * * 


„ends or nx. | 
much leſs in their emperor, . who. would 


approach ſo near their prince; but Motezuma 


x = 


reprimanded. 


ile be hunſelf Jeaning on 


vr 


- an, inſtance of conde ſcenſion in any of their r : 
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the ſoldiers, with pa Indians. who ſerved them 


in profound filence an 
ing he 41 viſited by 3 Who came with 
the ſame pomp and equipage we have already 
deſcribed, and was received in the principal ſquare 
of the houſe by Hernan, who attended him at thb 

door of his apartment, where he made a profound \ | 
reverence. Motezuma, taking his ſeat with an 


exact orger. In the even 


air of majeſty, ordered a chair to be brought fur 
Oortes, and the company retiri 40 ns e, hs nl 


is faid to have ſpoke to this e 
Before you deliver your embaſſy, llofriom. 
e captain and valiant „ let you and I lay 
4 afide thoſe prejudices we have imbibed of ea 
2 other, from the miſinformation of common re- 
« port. In ſome places you have been told that 
„Im a god, that edt power is invincible, and 
© my riches immenſe ; that my palaces are covers 
2 « = with - gold, and that the 2 groans beneath 
weight of N treaſure: upon other Scher era 


that I am 4 ty unjuſt. > 
4 — — 2 but you Sang Buy 


1 by bath repreſentations : bs arm df . 
« and 29 ſhews * I am mortal, and theſe 


U 
*. 
E 
3 
4 
* 
— I 
o 
, 


« walls and roof of ſtone and lime, demonſtrate 


« that my palaces are not made or covered with 
gold. - From ghee — you may conclude, 


E chat the account of my vicesis likewiſe | exagaer 


« rated by the malice of my enemies, and in- 
« gratitude of my rebellious ſubjects. In like many 


15 10 ner We have received various informations of 


4 your: mature and conduct. Some have aftirmed, 
hat you are gods who graſp the thunder, com- 
2 *. 2 a the elements, and compel the wild beaſts 
**- to. abey your directions; others have repreſent- 

« ed- * as * * 8 and 
tran- 


1 


3 
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36 3 tranſported with an inſatiable thirſt after the gold! MW « 


A * Which our country produces: yet now I ſee have « 
1 p- been -alike deceived by theſe different accounts. 40 
_ * You are made like other men, tho diſtinguiſhed 40 
_ * from us by the peculiarities of your own coun- « 
__ *© try. The beaſts that obey you are large deer, 40 

*  * tamed and trained up to diſcipline. Your arms: 6 
9 «that reſemble lightening, I conceive to be barrels 00 
* of metal, and their effect, like that of our « 


_ X* farbacars, proceed from compreſſed air ſtriving 6 
for a vent: the fire, noiſe and ſmoke are owing . 
* to inchantment. I am likewiſe informed by my « 
3 ambaſſadors and ſervants, that you are courteous a 
and religious; and your reſentments are founded 5 
on reaſon ; that you are valiant and inured to | 
q % hardſhips, and among other virtues,” diſplay li- 
_— * berality, which never exiſts in a covetous mind. 
= In a word, we believe that the great prince 
you obey is deſcended from Quezalcoal, lord of 
the ſeven caves of the Navatlaques, and lawful 
 « king of thoſe ſeven nations that gave riſe ts 
the Mexican empire: for, from the tradition of 
Q many ages, we know that he departed from theſe 
1 . Eountries,” to conquer new regions in the eaſt, 
leaving a promiſe, that in proceſs of time his 
1 oy ya ar. rl ſhould- return, to model our laws 
_— * and reform our government. Therefore we have 
= «already determined, that all things-- hall be done 
= © hon honour of your prince, who is the off: 
ſpring of ſuch an illuſtrious progenitor:”:'To' this 
* which/ was uttered with great gruvity, 
replied to this purpoſe : Sir, true it, is, 
we have heard different c bunts of your charac- 
< ter, which ſome have vilified, and others extolled*: 
Ion * bur as | the oh raging Poem enough to 
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_ «diſtinguiſh the colours of diſcourſe, we have giyv- 


. en no credit, either to your rebels. or flatterers, 


«hut come into your preſence with full aſſurance 
« of your being Aa great and equitable prince. You 


« juſtly conclude we are immortal, tho more'vali- Rf 
« ant and intelligent than your vaſlals, becauſe = 


«born in a climate of more powerful influence. 
« Our beaſts are not deer, but of a ſpecies more 
« fierce» and generous, | inclined to war, and aſpir- 
ing with a ſort of ambition to the glory of their 
« maſters: and, laſtly, our arms are made by hu» 
„ man induſtry, without any mixture or help of 
magie, an abominable art, which we deteft and 
% abhor. I am come to your majeſty, as am baſſa. 
6 dor from the mott powerful monarch the ſun 
4 ſhines'on from his firſt riſing: he deſires to be 
« your friend and confederate; and tho' he might, 
«- according to the tradition of your own hiſtories, 
pretend to be more abſolute in theſe dominions, 
* he makes uſe of his authority with a view only 
| 4 to your own advantage, and to .convince vou 
« -gf- your errors in point of religion, which are 
. altogether diſmal and deplorable, inaſmuch a8 
„ you have departed from the worſhip of the true 
God, to pay your adoration to inſenſible pieces of 
% wood, the work of your own hands, repreſent- 
ing devils and unclean ſpirits, to whom you 
= impiouſſy and inhumanly 5 ſacrifice the blood of 
your fellow-creatures.' When he finiſhed his 
Kis oration, Motezuma riſing from his ſeat, 1 
accept, (ſaid he) with all due | acknowledgment, 
_*<; the confederaty and friendſhip you propoſe from 
„ the great deſcendant of Quezalcoal: but all gods 
ne good, and yours may be What you fay, 
without offence to mine He then ordered ſome 


| Jndians to bring in à valuable preſent for Cortes, 
ns Ce „„ con- 


* 
. — 
: * f 
e 
1 A 
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Cu of pieces of d, cotton robes, and other 
8 es a and: at —— time diſtributed ſome 


| Jewels among the Spaniards who were preſent, with 
_ an air of chearful ge 


Next day, the Spaniſh general demanded adi. 


1 8 which being immediately granted, he put on 


his gayeſt apparel, without quitting his arms, and 


ſiet out for the palace with Pedro de Alvaredo, 
- Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juane. Velaſquez de Leon, 
— de Ordaz, and fix or ſeven favourite fol- - 


The ftreets were filled with an mnumerable 


E .. n people, who with reverence 
do let them paſs; and amidft their acclamations 

often pronounced the 3 Teule, which in their 
language fignified god, an appellation that ſound- 


ed well in the ears of the Spaniards, whoſe ſuc- 
. ceſs depended fo much upon the opinion of the 
Mexicans. At a conſiderable diſtance 

| the palace of Motezuma, an immenſe pile, with 
_ ” thirty gates opening to as many different ſtreets. 
The principal front took up one whole ſide of a 


White jaſper, well poliſhed and ſxilfully placed. As 


the Spaniards approached this entrance, the Indians 
who accompanied Cortes walked up to one fide of 
it, and chen retiring with a myſterious motion, 
formed a ſemicirde; chat they might enter hy two 
und two, for they deemed it irreverent to enter the 
royal palace in a exrowd. After baving paſſed three 


ſquares, they came to Motenuma's 


- which they admired for their latgeneſs and fur- 


© Hiture. The floors were covered with mats, the 
walls with cotton hangings; interwoven with furs 
of rabbits; and the inne moſt rooms were adorn- 


* 3 1 3 ih „ * & 2 =w & 


very ſpacious parade, and was of black, red, and 


dead wich a kind of tapeſtry made of feathers, beau - 


COT and aged, Tn : 
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eypreſs, cedar, and other odoriferous woods, or- 


numented with foliage and relievos; and, tho the 
Mexicans knew not the aſe of naiks, the ceilings 
were contrived in ſuch a manner, that the planks _ 
ſuſtzined!- one another. Theſe ſpacious rooms were 
filed with officers, who guarded the entrance, ac- 
- eording” to their rank and quality; and, at the 
door of the antichamber waited the nobility and 
magiſtrates, who received Cortes with great civility, 
tho they detained him until they had taken off 
"their ſhoes and coſtly robes, and put on others of 
less finery ; for, they thought it preſumptuous to 
appear in their richeſt apparel before the 
Motezuma, who appeared ſtanding with all his 
enſigns of royalty about him, advanced ſome ſteps 
to receive Cortes, Who ap roaching with a low 
bow, the king' laid his wad upon his ſhoulders, 
and ſaluted the reſt of the Spaniards with'an oblig- 
ting look; then, ſeating himſelf, he defired Cortes 
Lund all his attendants" to fit, and entered into con- 
| werſation with great familiarity. He afked ſeveral 
queſtions concerning the nature und politics of the 
"eaſtern countries, and made very judicious remarks : 
1 the anſwers of Cortes: then he mentioned 
the obligation of the Mexicans to the deſcendant 


A their firſt king, and expreſſed a ſeeming fas 1 4 : 


Dar agg in ſeeing the prophecy fulfilled in his 
2 Cortes in luſtriouſſy turned the di ſcourſe up- 
en religion, and — 9 exclaimed with ſuch 
* #Krength of inſt the horrible ceremony 
-of Kita herifiecs * the king, partly convinced 
by his reaſons, from that day baniſhed diſhes of 
- *Kuman fleſh from his table, tho“ he faid it was 
"no cxuslty, to offer to the "gods priſoners of war 
"Already condemned to death. Indeed, he was ſo de- 
youd 40 his own TOs and proud of a 

| Worſhip 


#4 
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a 


tempt. The prieſts were enraged at this 


fal, which alſo incenſed Motezuma, who addrefling 

. himſelf to the Spaniards, obſerved, that they might 
have ſhewn more reſpect to his: perſon : then he 
deeſired they would withdraw); and, following them 
to the threſh-hold, * You may return to your bouſe, 
76k: I friends, but I ſhall ſtay to aſk pardon of my 


- for having ſuffered you to proceed fo far. 


: Ju < blind as he was to his own errors, he never 


dreamed of tyrannizing over the conſciences of 


other people: on the contrary, he ſent his work- 


men to aſſiſt the Spaniards in fitting up a chapel, 


in which he and his chiefs frequently attended at 


maße Praiſing the humanity of the Funn, 


ip. 


. z regaled. with 

8 ſome new diverſion, at which Motezuma appenn- 

cd in perſon, contrary to his former haughtineſs 

. '; ated. A + and this condeſcenſion * 1 05 
people with the greater reverence and „ oc 

_ the ſtrangers. He ſeemed particularly. 2 | 

tes, with whom he ſpent a great part of une, x 


Worſlüp it enjoined, that in a few days he con- 
ducted Cortes and ſome of his principal officers, 
with father Bartholome, to the chief temple, that 
they might be eye · witneſſes of its magnificence ; 
but. far ape were admitted, he admoniſhed them 
to behave with decency and reſpect : then the gates 
of this ſpacious (edifice were opened, and he him- 
ſelf explained all the particulars of the worſhip, 
with ſo much ceremony and reverential awe, as 
excited the laughter of the Spaniards. Here Cortes 
_ ſuffering himlelt to be alle ported by unſeaſonable 
zeal, Permit me, ſir, (cried he) to fix the croſs of 

Chriſt before theſe images of the devil, and you 
hall ſee whether they deſerve adoration or con- 


— r 


cernment and” diſtinction of merit. In this man- 
ner the chriſtians for ſame time enjoyed an 


from Vera Cruz, containing the following par 


the 8 havi complained to Juan de Ef- 
3 one 4 Motezuma's generals called 
poca, had aſſembled alt the Mexican troops 
upon the frontiers of Zempoalla, and levied con- 


Ekalante had ſent deputies to deſire the Mexi- 


ould” come from the court. Io this meſſage 


eck Juan de Eſralante to take the field againſt 
at the head of two thouſand Indians and 


nate diſpute, the Mexitans torned their back and 


fle with Precipitation to che next town, 9 | 


they” were purſued by Juan de Eſcalante, tho!,; 
| this time he was almoſt” entirely ' abandoned 


his Indian allies :' for, in the beginning of ths - 


able repoſe, until they were alarmed If = ike 


can general to ſuſpend hoſtilities till further orders 
f made à very inſolent reply, which 


fry ee 
e Mexican gener being informed of his x 
motions, advanced * to receive him near a ſmall 


village, ſince known by the name of Aloneria, and 
an engagement enſued, in which, after an obſti- 


FE coNthynss et 2 | 


| aud contracted 5 an acghaiptantr "with his captalns, 
to Whonr he often” made” preſents wich great diſ- 


ticnlars: That ſome af the be ou, al 5 


tributions upon them with great cruelty, Juan de 


„ - + 
4 * 
„ 


battle, they had melted away out of fear of 


the wWhoſe countenance they could "not 
. endure; onithifiadding: this deſertion, which had 
not been perceived by the Modhs, Vicattiits fol- 


boweck the purſult with little more than his ſmall 
number of Spanfards; and ordering the place of 
their” retreat to be ter in” Abe = attack. | 
gy Et 


, iran e 
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that they were entirely and routed. ; 
This victory, however, N | 
for Juan de Eſcalante and ſeven ſoldiers were mor- 
_ . tally wounded; and of this number the Mexicans 
k: Carried off Juan de Arguillo, a man of extraor- 
_ AMdinary ſtature and ſtrength. who fell valiantly fight- 
ing in a place where he could not be ſucc 
This account was the ſubje& of the letter which 
Cortes received from the council of Vera Cruz, who 

; deſired he would 2 a ſucceſſor to their 

touching the poſture or 


1 afin. 
1 | affified at the lob of Juan 
. Lobo and communicate 8 to his 
ee eparately weigh the 
circumſtances their preſent fituation, give 
 _ their opinions freely at their next meeting. Mean 
| while he himſelf paſſed, the greateſt part of the 
night in revolving ſchemes for his conduct on 
| this occaſion ; and, in the morning, ſending for ſome 
of the moſt ſenfible Indians in his army, aſked, if 
| joy Bf and lately perceived any change in the diſcourſe 
or behaviour of the Mexicans. They told him, that 
the nobles ſeemed to be penſive and myſterious, 
\ that they had heard ſome of the people men- 
tion 
and 


the expediency of breaking the cauſeway, 
7 that it was reported, a Spaniard's head had 
been preſented to Motezuma, who viewed with 
aſtoni the largeneſs and ferocity of the aſ- 
pect, and ordered it to be immediately concealed. 
From theſe circumſtances, and eſpecially that of 
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* and ſome favourite ſoldiers, he imparted the hints 
he had received from the Indians, and demanded 
their advice. Some propoſed to obtain a paſſport 
from Motezuma; and retire openly to Vera Crunß; 
others ſuggeſted that they ſhould retire privately 
in the night; but the greateſt part was of opi- 
nion, thas they ſhould continue at Mexico, with- 
qut pretending to know what had paſſed at Vera 
Cruz, until they ſhould find a proper opportunity 
for retreating with ſafety. Not one — theſe ſchemes - 
however met with the approbation of Cortes, who. 
repreſented, that nothing could fink them lower in 
the opinion of the Mexicans, than their demand 
ing a paſſport to retire from that city, which 
they had entered in ſpite of all. oppoſition ; and 
that, if Motezuma really harboured any deſign to 
their prejudice, he would grant them ſaſe conduct 
with a view of lulling them into a blind ſecurity, 
that he might afterwards attack them unawares : 
the propoſal of retreating by ſtealth, he mentioned 
a a preject equally dangerous and dif] raceful, as 
it would lower them in the eſteem of their al- 
lies, who would deſert them as daſtardly fu E 
tives, and perhaps recommend themſelves + . 
tezuma, by joining his forces in order to cut off 
their retreat. Neither could he ſee how' it would 
be practicable to ſtay at Mexico, without taking 
ſome reſolute ſtep for their ſafety: he therefore gave 
it as his opinion, that they ſhould ſeize the perſon... 


of Motezuma; and conyey him to their own quar- 


ters, where he might be detained as an hoſtage for 
the ſincerity of his people. He ſaid, ſych a bold 
action would fries th the Mexicans with altoniſhment | 
and conſternation, and 


an" degree, n 
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| never dream 1 againſt them fer the 
future, eſpecially when they ſhould: know that 
=_ err 
5 Cruz, the account of which (they would believe) 
muſt have been communicated by ſome. ſuperna- 
tural intelligence. This propoſal he ſupported with 
ſuch energy of eloquence, as ſeemed. to inſpire we 
hearers with uncommon ſpirit and . alacrity z ſo 
that they unanimouſly applauded the icheme, and 
| left the niariapement of it. entirely to His own 
* diſcretion. | 
| " Having pitched upon the hour han the Spani- 
ards were accuſtomed. to wait upon Motezuma, 
for the execution of the plan, he ordered his men 
to arm themſelves in the quarters, ſaddle their 
borſes with great ſecrecy, and wait without noiſe- 
For further inſtructions. Then he occupied all the 
 -— avenues to the palace with ſmall ſeattered de- 
= — tachments; and, having directed thirty choice men 
8 to follow him at a ſmall : :diſtance, went thither, 
A⸗ec-ccͤ⁊ ccompanied by Pedro de Alvaredo, Gonſalo de 
= E= Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Franciſco" de 
3 o, and Alonzo Davila; nor was there any 7 
= ſuſpicious in. their appearing with their arms, 
3 228 they uſually carried as a military ornament. 
Motezuma, according to cuſtom, came out of his 
apartment in order to receive the viſits his ſer- 
vants, as uſual, retired to another part of the 
? palace and then Cortes, with an air of reſent- 
ment, began his complaint againſt the Mexican 
general, who had attacked his con ſederates in vio- 
=_ 850 of the peace, murdered- a Spaniard in cool 
i blood, and even endeavoured" to vindicate his per- 
—_ fdious behaviour, by —— he had "wy in 
=... — N 
. . * 5 5 | Ote- 


So. 


% 4 F % * 
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Motezuma changed colour on hearing this charge, 


Which however he denied with marks of confuſion: if 
and Fate p retended to believe him innocent ; ** Ne- | 0 


. verheilt (ſaid 8 the Spaniards, nor your 
« own abel will be undectived, after ſuch a de- 


« claration of your general, unleſs you take ſome 


. extraordinary ſtep to efface the impreſſion of ſuch 


« a calumny : I am therefore come to. beg you 
« will, without any diſturbance, repair. with us to 


the Spaniſh 1 where yon be treated 


40 With all the reverence and reſpect due to your 
« majeſty, until your character ſhall be acquitted 


« to the conviction of all mankind.“ Mote- 2 


zuma, amazed and incenſed at the boldneſs of the 


5 beben replied with impatience, that princes of T 


rank were not accuſtomed. to go tamely to | 


7 1 nor would his ſubjects permit him to forget 


dignity ſo far as to. ſtoop to ſo baſe a com- 


| pliance. . Cortes gave him to underſtand, that 701 


Yes he would n without obliging the Spa 
niards to forget the reſpect they had for his perſon, 
e mduld not value t oppoſition. of his ſubjeCts. 
Norwithſtanding, this remonſtrance, be re fuſed to 
leave his palace ; but, being ſenſible of the dan- 
ger 8 which he was expoſed, he offered to ſend 


2 = ediately for Qualpopoca, and deliver him, with 
ng beg 


flicers,. Into the hands of Cortes, and, in 
the , mean time, to ſent two of his own. Bas to 
the Spaniſh. quarters,, as hoſtages for the perſor- 
mance of his . promiſe. , But theſe expedients would 


| \not ſatisfy Hernan, whoſe © captains, ſuſpecting that 


the . delay might be dangerous, began. to be cla- 
morous, among others, juan a Velaſquez .de 
00 fd d 1 5 Since he will not hear reaſon, 

8. us ire * by force, or kill him on the 
25 93 E 3 4 "RY 


I. 


do put himſelf at the head of a a=: & of 3 


r for having 
invaded Zempoalla. Having = theſe 7 Mn W 


t 
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« ſpot.” Motezuma hearing this exdamation utter- 


ed in an angry tone, deſired to know the purport 


WM; of it, and Donna Marina, to whom he addreſſed 
| himſelf, took this opportunity of exhorting him 


earneſtly, as his own vaſſal and ſubject, to com. 


ply without further hefitation, ! his life 


would be in danger. Her repreſentation had ſuch 
an effect upon him, that he inſtantly roſe from 


| his feat, ſaying to Cortes, I truſt myſelf 3 in. your 
* hands; let us go to your quarters: for ſo the 
gods have decreed.” Then he ordered his ſer- 
vants to get ready his chair and equipage, telling 
His miniſters, that, for certains reaſons of flate, he 
| had reſolved to paſs ſome days in the Spaniſh 


quarters; and commanded the captain of his guard 


with which he ſhould take 9 
officers priſoners, that they mig 


tions, which were explai Donna Marina 


to Cortes and his officers, he .* the palace 


with his uſual attendants, the Spaniards marching 


cloſe by his chair on pretence of reſpect: but, : 


- a report being immediately ſpread, that the ſtran- 
8 Fr had carried off the emperor, the ſtreets were 


an inſtant filled with crowds of people, who 


tent the air with outcries, throwing themſelves. on 
| the ground in deſpair, and ſhedding floods of 


tears for their unfortunate prince. In a word, a 
neral | infurrefiton- would have 'certainly enſued, 8 


ad not Motezuma, with a ſerenity of counte- 
nance, commanded filence, and aſſured his people, 
that he was going. of his own accord, 'to paſs a 
few days with bis friends the firangers : and when 
the reached te e, he ordered his — . 
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diſperſe the populace, and his miniſters to publiſh 
that it ſhould- be death for any one to occaſion 
the leaſt tumult or diſturbance. He behaved very 


| courteouſly to the Spaniſh ſoldiers, who came forth 


and received him with great reſpect; and having 


pitehed upon an apartment at à diſtance from 
dhoſe poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, it was inſtantly 


furniſhed from his wardrobe. Cortes doubled the 


guards, and "poſted © ſentinels at all the avenues, 


reſtricting the miniſters and courtlers that came 

| Berge wait upon. Motezuma to a certain number, on 
of keeping his majeſty from being crow d- 

ed n omitting no precaution which an action of 
that conſequence required. At the ſame time, he 
all the formalities of decorum, treated 
with the fame” reſpe&t he had formerly ma- 


5 niſeted towards hi n; and indeed” one would 


agined, from Metezuma's chearful' 

g good humour, chat he was perfetly | 

with bis flraation. He" diſtribated 
among' the, Spaniſh officers, and ſeem- 


e perfect eaſy'in his mind; nor did he 


ever diſcover the ws of his confinement to his 


miniſters or ſervants, either becauſe he was aſham- 


ed to reveal his own difprace or afraid” al his 
life in caſe they ſhould make the leaſt diſturbance. 


At firſt; therefore, the Mexicans. believed his re. 


yl was voluntary, becauſe they could not ſap- 


p- 

poſs the Spaniards would attempt an action that 

the bounds of their imagination; 

— when they did diſcover the truth from the 


—_— vigilance,” doubled r and mar- 


tial — of che ſtrangers, they were ſo 


the uſtoniſhing bol 
chieve tient, 2 they durſt not venture to take 


Not- 


'of the at- 
r we 
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be baffled all;the'-efforts. made by Cortes and Bar- 
tholome det Oimeda to detach him from the ft 
ſurdities of knscrgligion, to. hien he adhered with 
_ all-the zeal of au enkhuſiaſt. 
ln about itwerity days alter kia . impriſcormnt, 
the captain of the guard returned with Qualpo- 
RD — 3 ſurrendered 
| 2 gxiethy ar: ſight of, the royal ſignet. 
| umi had giv<+/. to the - captor- as a 
Ark —— And, after they bad. been brought 
:befare athe- emptror, ho, ſpoke oog am with re- 
ſervi, e were dalivered into the Hande of Cor- 


moving wvielsted the peace of their .πõ 
woll eb nf hing eidered- Arzuilio to abe put 9 
dtlcath- in told uboot ulbr finding the pin ge-- 
erbt. drterhrined- we. vaflict the; polgiſhmenp: dad to | 
their crimes, theyouaadedvoured — ſafe their "lives 
w 2 they 


aud een ee, 

| Amal. — men Were CC 
Aber unnd Rist cider, -tquadetar; Matasmma 
F too prcvantit bela colon 1 
{thought tit ava 7 
aucb another bnld aſt . 
| 1 
dehrtaqriticd: 2 


— to pins 2 or 
— nthavQualpepora band. — 
e zal and; -. 
lady that e ſhould expiate for. thoſe ſtrong pre- 1 


Eg © - >, _—_ 


65146 hom they i eonfeiled tbemſalves guilty, ff , 14 | 
— = 
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Ffamptions by ſome perſonal mortification, So ſay- 


reply; and, leaving him in that condition, gave 
e tb the! gend, te deprive him of all commu- 


ror, at ſeeing Himſelf treated in this i 
manner, that he could ſind neither p. 
nor ſpeech to complain, — his 
out preſuming to ſpeak, 
feet, — of i 
r e e i ts it gre 6 Pray 
4 7a tranſport f 


vich- 


danger! e bis: om — ics: is 
"Hite with 


| ©. dne with uſfecion; then they fat down a 
eee, "engaged in the moſt; amicable: con- 
—_ r 


ing, he, with an air of authority commanded the 
ſoldier to ſhackle Motezuma, without ſuffering any 


nication with his miniſters 4 io £197 > nl! 2 
Such was the aſtoniſhment of the Indian eme | 


to reſiſt, : 


N 5 * ; a - 2 * i * 1 
IV — on. its. Kooks a ho. - mp 


thtew-winenalelves ur Mis 
ble - aMiQtion;' im or- 


"preſſed , und; tho! he betioved-this — 


baun joy, and e — tive - = 
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the firangers. 59 2 — 2 

-f Rt wie af Ute dust and Ke 
_ quibey, Hernan ad not choſe — 
awkich he deemed- is ow Aecufie) 
ms well us for the dee, of? the vaſt ons. 
7  xloval to the government Ver Crus, ich was 
vacant by'the death M. quand Eſcalante 4! ber s 
de did — fach a' value | 
tai), he: ſent, in quality art wg 
Gldier; catled Alonzo: % man ef 
nears —— — 7 
Bas 19 — morn os min im . 
This might have been. 3 LL 

Velaſquez fitted 


proſecution af his old claim, Were enk wnet 
on the-coaf of Vera/Crue. 2 Bot, che Heutetiant be- 
| haved with ſuch infolenes-and *tyranny, that, in a 
ſew days after his! arrival, -complaints* were 
againſt him from the Ia habitants and adjacent 
o chat _— Was SR MY 
indulge-ehibwm dick the "$0 
20710100 ant option nei 
Ke beoken exproſfolWwhich the Tha 
dveheard; about cating ace) the” 
nnz we can „bach fade n deep Tnpr 
ma mint of the eral, unt inſpired * 
the-defign of mai 
bynmeans of two-brigaiitines to be built of the Wecks 
ofthe ſhips' hie haT been Bored. i D e | 
„Franght With this; Aeg be eseltag me c cy 


ou #74 ; * . 


ps himſelf maſter 5 — 7 1 


and 


began t mover with ſuch, oelerity. as ſoon deſt all 


* 


#e-indention af i fubjatzc Accordi * 
mails, — and other tackle; eee 
da. the Spaniſh i ſbipe were brought from Vera Crus, 


and ſome buildera, ucho had liſtedbas ſoldiere, wer 


et at Wort together with the of Mex 
166, who: followed dhe direction of Oortes, and his 
artiſts; ſo that in a few: days the ſhrigantines were 
finiſhed, and Mdtezuma refolved-to embark in per- 
Joa _— 2 1 
r V this {range 7 r aye 
Len wer made for chis exhibitions." 56 36013 ed 
A-valt number of canoes, belonging to deg 


Imar d others, were fine ly decorated: and man- 


ned — "meagre rowers ;. and the Mexicans 
could not beli but that they ſhould triumph 
un che trial 3 but no ſooner did — ſpin 

p, than the. bri unfurled their fails, —4 


tue canoes at 2 great diſtanoe behind, tothe iner- 


pre ſſihle am it of the Indiang, who could not 
comprehend the Buro manner of ſteering aa 
worleing ſuch Houſes, but fairly owned this 


was an art. —— capacity, and ſumly be- 
lieved, that by mean of theie wonderful machines, 
- the: chriſtians tbuld! command)? the elements of 
wid aud water:-:As for Motezuma, his /gftonifh» 
ment was mingled with und be beheld the 
victory of the SpHtis with all che delight f A 
warm -partizan, ache“ it ewas obtained Oer his 


own objects Din 13515653 Ir.3 Dai! S565 i 


He became every day moren a, 1 —— 
to Cortes, who having gained this Important pemnmt 
af che brigatitifies, took all d 


ties of fur: 
vnding tba treaty of com meren und aj,se which 


Aodiad projected: between Ni undt Spain, and 
_ Wformed himſelf, * dealt ſuſpu 
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tion; of the ettent, power, riches and produce of 
this Indian empire: nay, Motezuma himſelf took 
ns to make him acquainted with the nature and 


= Hituation of his country : he ordered his painters to 


F weten when, tel the -ſhoald: beokmes vs, 


draw an exact repreſentation of all his territories, 
F with all the bays, harbours and creeks up- | 


7 Notwichfanding the n the! Spaniſh 


| ev, and Art dee ofthe ae -WAS a 

_ young man great vivacity, art and ambition, 5 
= pretence of Moteguma at liber- 
=_ ty, harboured: defigns upon t "throne of Mexicb, | 
eber by bringing about an immediate revolution, 


Aecuring the popular ſabour at the next 


wecken, hy es re 


E l | 
—— an handſul of robbers, whoſe "reputa- | 
2 bat 0n the emal of tho who yer afraid % 


141 


eral had made in the favour of Motezuma, and 6 
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1 1 
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Lone hevinflamed 


wonnen, and defired:thi 
_ {With his Spaniatds, amdeebaftite Ben faditions Ca 


= gap, 
a Rep which would not nly-diferediacchis. h 


Ade. 


= Dalidtls diate wok Weh — vine;-- 
1 As mbelLons. an 


| 5 abüd a few days befdre narrou 


| _— Wees 
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* Taxi con abr HN. eon 
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6 pant c chis in 


enmazin. Motenuma gu 


— bas alle. zn all likelivewd, 


* Was ſeized att his: out | 


i66.his_fovereign,: ——— — = 
:Infolent: and contemptrong manner. Anis ovieny | 

Cacumazm at Mexido, | 
xpeRatiodj vio 

murrowly::eſoaped\a; frabe 


Period there was a hrotheꝶ 9 
Ai; youth: of great ch g. a ei 
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a7 Mojezuma was chighly pleaſed with his advice» 
Which he immediately 'communicated-to-the: nobles — 
af his council, who applauded it as equally juſt am / 
mereifal ; and, by a royal deeree, Catumazin was | 
_ difpolleſied of all his ihonours, dignities, and 1domi- 
nion: which were eanferred a his brother, to 

tze ſatisſaction af all che and the unſpealo- 

able pleaſure-of the vaſſab of the family, with whom 

the young prince n great favourite. When'the 
emperor beſtowed the inveſtiture, with-the-cexoms!- 
nies ꝓeculiar to the country, he made a pathetit 
ſpeech to the young king recommending to hitn 
the exereiſe o — benevolence; aud! inopar- | 


$ fortituds, - — ys 


$4iſhed ſo long. Actunted by 1this motive be took © 
opportunity 60 4d Cortes; hat nen he ins 

mvmlontary acknowledgmient of that 
ich) he oma 10 the king qa Thy of 1 


ſuegeſſor f zalcoal, in n A 
his -ndbles ; "hi as that vaſſall 


dl antribntion, in whieh;he himſelfiawuld — 
by deere e ie 
ry to Don * bib od bas nies 
1 Hortes , whe dd — dis ele aim, 
thanked him for his 1; liberality, without ſeeming to 

3 at Log propoſal, and inwardly rejoĩced 
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dme flery and 1 
| the kingoof Spain was the deſcendant and ſucceſſor 
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* Tur ceonoprer or rd 
at the ptoſpect of being able to give his ſovereign 


ſuch important earneſt of the wealth he ſhould one 


da reap from this acquiſition in point of ſuperio- 
: ſor, he was now to be declared lord para- 


rity: | 
mount: -of the Mexican” empire; and Hernan, far 
„thought be 

footing he had obtained in 


_ from having any intention to 


_could eaſi the 
; Mexico, 2 from Spain. 


Motezuma entertained very different ſentiments ; 


| 33 that Cortes could have no 


notion, diſpatched couriers to convene all the ca- 


the council was 
preſence of Cortes _ Bie 
; | them df the olhiaries they owed him as their 
. , overeign und benefactor. and aſſured them be had 


„ 


© conſulted and obtained the approbatiom of the gods, 


_ touching the [cauſe of their meeting, — — 
hecy of Quezalcoalf de 


N 16 
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N * 


E wary . — . 
low his example in dedicating ſome 
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"pretext 
for ſtaying, after he ſhould have obtained more 
than he could reaſonably: expect; and with that 


They a | 
qual ip — nnd —— and 
1 tber king's apartments in 

] "with 
Here Motezunia uttered” u- 
; .wherein,! after: having reminded 
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. 


| — He could not help Shin a. ——_ | 
to time, and when he "owned Kelp det elf vaſſal to 
another prince, the tears trickled down his cheeks, 


to diſpoſſeſs Motezuma, or make the leaſt innova- $ 
tion in his government; but all he defired was, 


and he could not proceed; until Cortes tiſing, 
clared that it was not the intention of his 


that they would ſettle his right to the ſucceſſion 
in favour of his deſcendants, An 
encou Motezuma, who reſumed his 

lity, and diſtinctly finiſhed his harangue. 


propoſal, which ſeemed! ſo inconfiflent" with the 
dignity and known character of their emperor: 


they conſidered it as the effect of compulſion ; they "44 kh 
= 


grouned bitterly, and gave other marks of anxiety 


Andi difturbance, and looked at each other in the 
moſt emphatie ſilence: until his prime miniſter, 
who knew his prince's | diſpoſition, took 1 


to anſwer in the name of the reſt; a 
| 2rd el ns Ce hes ay 
tural lord and ſovereign,” t readily obey 
whatever bis ſhould: think proper to pro- 
poſe, and follow his exam 
utmoſt of their power 


he whole council 


| fied their aſſent to "this Yeelaration 3 e 0 Pr. 


by the mouth of his interpreter, made an artſul 
ſpeech, in which he gave thanks to Motezuma 


and all preſent, for this demonſtration” of their re. 


1 which he accepted in the name of his Ring, 
without ſeeming to think it 
plied with their obligations t but, rather as one 


who receives a juſt debt, and N wich his 
| Perhaps | 


debtor” $ EPL 


explanation which 75 
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 Danſhip, they bad amaſſed as much 8, when 
Aled — to fix; hundred een 
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i Yerhaps, Motezuma's. whole aim; in 1 
tion, Was to forward the 2 2.— > 


{vm May ws to ſulhl che terms. 


. te lord ef the Mexican z. and their 


acrorcing to the euſtom af the ponntry. 

85 5 a Shs ali 2 
ved to loſe no time in retrievi 

Jiberty and; independenees for which he had. {o 


 digbed wyjſecret. _ He forthwith delivered to * 
the preſent he had ;previded,. conſiſting of curio- 
fities- in gold, in the ſuapes of animals, birgs, and 
bikes, a great number of precious ſtones, particu- 


feathers ; id a ward, the bole; 
e, who thinks 
erty at too high ice. The contribution of 
the nahes w arſſwerab! 655 Sha ibgealiy 6 

_ nonareh,.- zend ſuch: as;:avigt 
am chief, who: 
and aoſtentation. 
theaſerer, to take. 
was delivend. and i days; excluſiye of ,jew- 
ele predidus + ones; ad pieces of curious 2 


Poles in bars of a very good: alloy. op thi 


- gxeaſure;.one; fifth! part was ſet aſide for the ki 
aud dene bſth of the, remainder; for. the. 

Hernan Cortes, and in order e defray, 25 2 . 

the army. An- 

ner. 


i of providing * 


- ba the future. che T l. un 
that day, Charles V. Wag acknowledged and be- 
| lieved by by. de people 1a be the Jawful and bere- 


ama was authenticated by a, public inſtrument, 
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Vith eme ſurprizing pictures made of 
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other part was likewiſe allotted: to reimburſe Diege 
Velaſquez and Hernam's friends in the iſland of Ca- 
oO IE ſupplied him with: [for the 
voyage 3 the reſt was divided among the e 
aid fo "Including thoſe who were at Vera 
E Those in ce ume degree of rank had 
ce BargF: but, amdng the private men, thoſe 
were -beſt rewarded; who had — — — no 
themſelves itt the Rfvice- This difference duced 
murmum and lbud c - whieb, 'Y 
were ſoon filenced" by — Cortes, who: 
_ ſatisfied the Sen er ers 


contribution. 

— tavid niet bl Selene. 
ledgment of ſubection; ſeie for Cortes; and With 
EO eat” of unuſüal ſeverity; told him; 

5 7 he. Kg! 1 tched, he ſhould- think of de. 

atther ftay would be july at. 
bud to e 1 net could be ayy lon- 
when reaſon” Was not on his fide” 

N nature of this intimation; and the manner in 

Which he delivered it, was ſo unènpedtedz tat it 

was nor tilſ aſter ſome panſe that Cortes cbhld te- i 

cellect himfelfr 0 45 to make a proper reply He 

now, for the firſt time, perceived the driſt of that | 

EE had i been —— and now” 

that Motezuma' might have ſome forces private 

abe in order to back this propoſal which N 

had made in, ſuch a reſolute and even menacing 

tone, he: privately ſent one of his captains to order 

bis ſoldiers to take to their arms ; and in the mean 

time exeuſed hinifelf*for- ſeeming embarraſſod at 

ſeeing his majeſty moved more than ordinary, aſ-” 

ſuring him, he wis ſo far ffom_Thteriding to pro- 

d 0 thar kw kid come „ o 
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beg-his permiſſion to build ſome, veſſels to. tranſport 

| the Spaniards to their own country, as he well knew 
they had laſt the - brought a5 Wi 
3 + 32 N 1151 94 e 


anſwer he might receive: for,; Ne n. 
this artful reply, which was equally: hou N 
derate, than he embraced him with; W 
marks of affection; and, being now rid of hi is fears, 


* Fe as.” 1 1 8 2 | 


be told him with the utmoſt complacency, that it 
——— 0 haſten. bi departure, = 1 
fore he waz provided for the voyage; and that he 


n 
YN: 


order to. collect the iron - work, 7 
f the veſſels which had been rat ur, 
time, gave ptivate directions to Martin 
is. maſter. builder, to proceed lowly, and 
the work as much as he could, without ; in- 
the ſuſpicion * of the Mexicans : for, his 
gn ren his footing at Mexico, 
he 1 1d bri TD . 
| 2 the wou ing am a upply; of - " 


| "Hy cheſs prudent enſures be quite the minds 
„ * n 
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 - Cretion and magnanimity. 2 Ve bro 
to the Indian emperor, that 4 


ſeen hovering upon the coaſt Ae and br os the . 
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in a few days he had occaſion to exert all his dif-: * 


paintings, which were made for the better inſor- 


mation of his majeſty, and certain characters inter- 
mingled with the paintings, thoſe 1 were ſuſ-, 
pected to be manned wit! Spaniards 3, A: circum-. 
ſtance that could not fail to alarm the ur a 
pire, and revive that ſuſpicion which Cortes had 
| already incurred, and fo lately diſpelled. Motezu-. 
ma immediately communicated his intelligence to, 
the Spaniſh general, telling him that it would be 
unneceſſary to proceed with his building, ſeeing he 
might embark in thoſe ſhips for his own country: 
Hernan, having ſurveyed the paintings, was per- 
| feffly ſatisfied of their being 2 veſſels, and 
ſuppoſing they were come from S Nene with a 3 
of troops and ammunition, anſwered with gr 
- compoſure, that he would embark. Weed 
for of 8 thoſe ſhips were bound back to any of the 
= pain's dominions : but, at the ſame time, 
_ obſerved that he would not deſiſt from building, 
until he ſhould be informed of the particulars, by 
a meſſenger from Zempoalla, whom be capt, 
every moment. 
© Such a reaſonable reply could not be diſagr 
to Motezuma, who ſeems to have had a real Loon 
and veneration for Cortes, and to have dreaded _ 
nothing ſo much as a quarrel with the Spaniards : , 
but, Hernan was not a little concerned, when in a 
few days he ave a letter from Gonzalo de. 
g, that theſe ſhips belonged to. 
Diego Vela Neg, of contained eight hundred 
| en, who were come OTE . 
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Wich Motezuma, and it fequired all his 


and reſolution to conceal his emotions from the ob. 


in his endeavours, the emperor: ſuſ nothing 


this unex- 
re a is neceſſary, 
to explain the reception which the commiſlaries of 


= ut the court of Spain, as well as the 
_ Ade that prompted and enabled Velaſquez to equip . 


ſuch an armament againſt him. 


Alonzo Hernandez Portocarrero, | and Franciſco. 
& Montejo, who failed from Vera Cruz with letters 


for the king, together with the firſt tribute from New 
Spain, touched at the iſland of Cuba, tho' contrary 


+ to the. orders they had received, that Franciſco de 
Monteſo might have the pleaſure. of ſeeing- his 
,own home, which was near the Havannah, at ſuch: 


a* Uſtance from the government of Velaſquez, 
that he thought they ran no riſque from his vigfl- 


ance or 72 This, however, was a.. very 
dangerous ſtep, which bad well nigh prevented 
or voyage to, Spain : for Diego de Velaſquez, 

Shooting that Firs would ſend ſome of his 


to the iland of St. Domingo, in order to ſol- 
lieh the ſuccour and protection of the religious go- 


vernors, had fationed ſpies all along the coaſt, to : 


give him intelligence: and being, by theſe means, 
made acquainted with what happened at the habita- 


tion of Montejo, he immediately diſpatched "two, | 


light veſſels, well "manned and armed, with, orders 
Wale the ine, and every bert on board; and 


theſe | 


7 


 - His: hands; white he was engaged in adele 


the account 
er to his own: 
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theſe orders were executed with ſuch diligence, that 
the pilot Alaminos had occaſion for all his ſkill and 
good fortune to eſcape the danger by which he was - 
threatened :- for, Montejo no ſooner reimbarked, in 
conſequence of the firſt notice he received of the go- 
vernor's defign, than this bold mariner ventured to 
fail through the gulph of Florida, / hitherto unat- 
tempted, which was the only expedient by which 
| they could poſſibly elude the purſuit of Velaſquez. 
After a proſperous voyage, they arrived at Sevil in 
October, tho? at a very unlucky conjuncture; for, the 
chaplain Benito Martin, whom Velaſquez had ſent 


to ſollicit the commiſſion of king's lieutenant, had 


obtained his ſuit, and was now at Sevil, waiting for 
" a veſſel, in which he might return to Cuba, whither 


he had already ſent the commiſſion which he had 


procured. . This man repreſented Cortes in ſuch a 
diſadvantageous light, as a pyrate who had clandeſ- 
tinely carried off the veſſels belonging to Velaſquez, 
and the intereſt of this laſt was ſo ſtrong at Sevil, 
that the directors of the trade, in conſequence of his 
complaint and impeachment, ordered the veſſel and 
cargo to be ſeized, and, as a conſiderable favour, per- 
mitted the envoys of Cortes to reſort to the king for 


redreſs. Accordingly, the two captains with Alas - 


minos ſet out for Barcelona, where they expected to 

- find the court; but, underſtanding his majeſty was 

at Corunna, where he had prepared his navy to paſs 
over into Flanders, in order to accept of the imperial 

_ crown, they took the road of Medellen, where they 

viſited Martin Cortes, who received them with equal 

Pleaſure and ſurprize, when he underſtood the glory / 

and ſucceſs of his fon, whoſe death he had long de- 


plored; and they perſuaded this venerable old gen- 1 


tleman to accompany them to the emperor, in hope 
that his character and grey hairs would give a ſanc- 


tin 


and ſeditious per 
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tion to their ſollicitations. It was their good fortune 
to overtake the court at Tordeſillas, juſt as the pre- 


ſents from Cortes and the Indians of the new con- 
queſt arrived from Sevil; for, theſe the. directors 


durſt not detain, becauſe they were upon the empe- 
ror's own. account. They met with a very gracious 
reception from Charles, who expreſſed his fſatisfac- 
tion and aſtoniſhment at their account of this new 


diſcovered: world, and, in ſeveral conferences with the 


deputies, minutely inquired into every particular of 
the conqueſt, while the Indians and preſents before 


his eyes gave as it were a ſanction and credit to the 


wonderful cireumſtances which they related. But, 
z⁊ãs his majeſty was then on the brink of his depar- 
ture for Germany, he referred the letters and ſolli- 
Citations of Cortes, to cardinal Adrian and the coun- 


cil, to which he had committed the adminiſtration 


Of affairs during his own abſence; deſiring they 
would take ſome method for qualifying matters, 5 


as to do juſtice to the pretenſions of Velaſquez, and 


dt the ſame time encourage the conqueror of Mexico, 
who had hitherto proceeded with ind uncommon 
ſpirit and ſucceſs. 
| The preſident of this 2 was Jaan Rodri- 
| quez de Fonſeca, biſhop of Burgos, who greatly fa- 
Voured Vel * and 1 Cortes as a rebel 
on, upon wkom they could have 
no dependance; ; however, they did not think it was 
convenient to give him immediate cauſe of diſcontent, 
nor would they ſend him any part of the ſupplies he 


ſo earneſtly demanded ; ſo = all his deputies ob- 


| tained was a ſmall ſhare; of the cargo they had 


brought for their ſuhſiſtence, and they were obliged, 


for two whole years, to dance attendance at court, g 


like unregarded projectors. 
_ while, er Wee received his com- 


miffion | 
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miſſon of king's lieutenant, not only of Cuba, but 


likewiſe of all the lands which ſhould be diſcover ered ; 


and conquered. through his means. This title, to- 
gether with aſſurances of protection from the biſhs, 
of Burgos, . preſident of the Indies, at once gratifie 


his ambition and reſentment ; he reſolved to a 83 | 


priate to himſelf the glory of conquering Mexico, 
and to puniſh Cortes as a rebel and deſerter. With 
theſe views, he exerted all his influence, and "EX 


pended the greateſt part of his fortune in equi ping 


an armament, conſiſting of eight hundred Spani 

infantry, eighty horſe, twelve pieces of cannon, and 
great ſtore of proviſion, arms and ammunition. 
The command of the expedition he beſtowed | upon 


-Pamphilo de Narvaez, native of Valladolid, 4 i man . 
of diſtinction and capacity, but of a violent 1 1 


vain, haughty, and bigotted to his own op in 

and this gentleman, with the title of Diego's 65 ev. 
tenant, had private inſtructions to do his utmg 

deavours to apprehend Cortes, and ſend him pe 
Cuba in irons, together with his chief officets, 
vided they ſhould refuſe to abandon his intereſt ; a 
to take poſſeſſion, in the name of Velaſquez, of 
that had been conquered, becauſe it was within bis 


diſtrict, as the king's lieutenant. * 


The monks of St. Geronimo, ſent the lice Ent] ja 
Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, to diſſuade Diego 150 
his enterprize; and, in caſe other arguments hou! 
prove ineffectual, to command him to difarm 0 
people, and deſiſt from an undertaking Bru wit 
diſturb or impede the meaſures of Hernan Cortes.” * 
This miniſter arrived in the iſland of Cuba, W 
he found the fleet well manned, and uſt 1 
fail; and uſed all his * e and elocu 


POR the danger to which his s progle, might be ex- 
8 1 . 
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| 2 in caſe Cortes ſhould ſtand upon the defenſive; 
he repreſented” the miſchief that might enſue to the 
Intereſt of Spain, ſhould the Indians perceive a civil 
war among their conquerors: and exhorted him to 
leave his complaints 10 the determination of the royal 
chamber. 

| Velaſquez being deaf to all remonſtrances, and 
elevated to a pitch of inſolence and pride by the title 
Which he had acquired, he proceeded to the judi- 
cial part of his commiſſion, and cauſed his orders 
and proteſt to be notified by a ſcriyener. Although 


be was treated with contempt in the performance of 


His duty, he diſſembled his reſentment, and, pretend- 
ing to be reconciled to a deſign he could not pre- 
vent, expreſſed a deſire of accompanying the expe· 
dition, to gratify his own curioſity. 
| This requeſt was immediately granted by Diego, 
and the licentiate embarked, in hope of being able 
to act as mediator between Narvaez and j" From | 
8 and prevent the bad conſequences of Diego' $ 
reſentment. With the ſame view, Andres de Duero, 
that ſecretary of Velaſquez who had befriended Cor- 
tes ſo much in the beginning of his fortune, likewiſe 
23 in the expedition; and the fleet ſailing with 
a favourable wind, ſoon anchored in the port of 
Ulua. Here Pamphilo de Narvaez ſent aſhore ſome 
ſoldiers for intelligence, and in a little time they re- 
turned with two or three Spaniards, whom this had 
found ſtraggling about the place. From theſe he 
received information*of every thing which had hap- 
pened at Vera Cruz and Mexico. ; 
In conſequence of this intelligence, Pamphilo re- 
Holved to treat with Gonzalo de Sandoval about 


the ſurrendery of the fortreſs under his command, 


and forthwith. ſent a clergyman, attended by three 


| ſoldiers and a W to uh his demand, and 
| | perſuade 


| 2 = @ _ 


nr. wo 


aſſured that the garriſon nd Vera Cruz wou 
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perſuade Sandoval to join the army with his garri- 
ſon. Gonzalo, who was prepared for their recep- / 
tion, recollected all his temper, which was ſcarce | 
ſufficient to reſtrain him within the bounds of mode- 


ration, when Guevara explained his meſſage, and 
told him that Narvaez was come to ſend Cortes in 

Chains to Cuba. He anſwered, with great warmth, 

he could not perſuade himſelf that Pamphilo de 


Narvaez, whom he believed to be a good ſubject, 
would attempt to interrupt Cortes in a conqueſt that 
would redound ſo much to the advantage of Spain, 


but rather join him with all his 5 to perſect 
ſuch a noble ſcheme : however, if he was actuall7 


determined to offer violence to Hernan, he might be 
d op- 

poſe him with all their powe | 
The prieſt, being equally "Aſtoniſhed and incenſed | 


at this unexpected repulſe, Yo out into injurious 
language and threats againſt Hernan Cortes and his 

_ adherepts, whom he upbraided as felons and trai- 
tors; commanding the notary to do his office, in | 
55 publiſhing, that all the Spaniards in Vera Cruz mould 


pay obedience to Narvaez, on pain of death. _. 
Sandoval having attempted in vain. to perſuade 


* this indiſcreet eccleſiaſtic, that ſuch violence Was 


equally unjuſt and prom in a perſon of his pro- 
feſſion, . a mptory air, and told the 


notary, he would uſe. him to be hanged immedi- | 


ately, ſhould he preſume to publiſh any orders that 


did not come from the king. Nay, he cauſed the 


prieſt and his attendants to be apprehended and ſent 
to Cortes; whom he previouſly informed of the ſteps 


be had taken; then he ſummoned his Indian allies 
d te-his aſſiſtance, in cafe he ſhould be attacked, put 
his fortreſs in order, and made all the neceſſary diſ- 

| potion for Fr an obſtinate ſiege. 


Hernan 
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Hernan Cortes did not receive the aceount of 
theſe tranſactions without concern. He was indeed 
| agitated with the moſt violent emotions of anxiety, 


when he reflected upon the fituation in which he 


ſtood between the Mexicans and Narvaez, who were 


equally his enemies; and, although he imparted 


his apprehenſions to his own confidants, whoſe advice 
he always conſulted, he wore an air of tranquillity, 


in preſence of Motezuma, telling him, that thoſe 


lately arrived were indeed vaſſals to the king bis 
maſter, and had brought a ſecond embaſly to ſupport. 
the propoſitions he had already made; that they had 
brought an army along with them, according to the 
cuſtom of their country; but, that he would diſpoſe 
them to return, and even go along with them, ſeeing 
his majeſty's generoſity had leſt "APA for him or 


the new comers to deſire. 
Cortes reſolved, if poſſible, to effect a reconcilia- 


tion with Narvaez ; but, in caſe he ſhould prove re- 
fractory, he made proviſion for a rupture. He ſent 
a meſlage to his friends the Tlaſcalans, defiring they 
would aſſemble a body of fix thouſand men for an 
enterprize, in which he might poſſibly want their 
aſſiſtance; and he gave private inſtructions to three 
or four Spaniſh ſoldiers, who were permitted to viſit 
the mines of Chinantla, to perſoade the caciques of 
that country to levy two thouſand ſoldiers for his ſer- 
vice. At the ſame time, he purchaſed of them three 
hundred lances made of a very tough wood, and 
much longer than thoſe uſed by his own people: theſe 

| were armed with points of. tempered copper, inſtead 
of iron, and diſtributed among his ſoldiers, as a ſafe- 
guard from the horſe of Narvaez, which gave him no 
all uneaſineſs. Mean while; Pedro de Solis arriv- 

cd from Vera Cruz with the priſoners ſent by Gon- 
oo de 6 and ny ext been m_m—_— c 


RT” — has Bolus - ag , x TT 1 * 
< 9 n * SEE a 

* * * ty "= of 

* 1 * 
— 6 : 
e * 
* 
+ 


1 : - , ; , F * - "” XY * * - * W., * e * - 4 
> : eG * ; * ; {bs ” 


Tus CONQUEST « OF MEXICO 1% - 1 


of their coming, went out to receive them with more 


than ordinary attendance. He immediately ordered 
their fetters to be taken off, and embraced them 
with great hoſpitality, paying particular civilities to 
the licentiate Guevara, to whom he ſaid, he vguld 
chaſtiſe Gona lo de Sandoval for the little regard he 
had ſhewn to his perſon and dignity. - Nay, he con- 
ducted him to his own apartment, complimented him 
with a place at his table, and intimated more than 
once the greateſt ſatis faction at the arrival of Nar- 
vaez, with whom he had formerly lived in the mott 
intimate friendſhip. He made him a witneſs of 
the favours he received from Motezuma, and the 


| profound reſpect with which he was treated by the 


Mexican princes: he preſented him with ſome jewels 
of value, Which greatly allayed the violence of his 
temper; his companions taſted largely of his bounty z - 
and, without dropping the leaſt hint of his being 
defirous that they would employ their good offices 


with Narvacz towards an accommodation, he in ſourt 


a days diſpatched them, fully perſuaded by his reaſons 


and liberality, and warmly engaged in his intereſt. 


Having diſmiſſed them in this courteous manner, 


he ſent Bartholome de Olmedo with letters for Nar- 


vaez, the licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, and 
the ſecretary Andres de Duero; and this envoy was 
provided with jewels, which had orders to diſtri- 
bdute according to his own ſagacity and penetration. 


In his letter to Narvaez, he gave him an account 


of the conqueſt, deſeribed the warlike genius of the 
Indians, together with the power and grandeur of 
of Motezuma; enlarged upon the bad conſequences 


which would infallibly 43 any miſunderſlanding 7 


Ji Among the Spaniards ; reminded him of his duty to 
the king, and the friendſhip which had formerly ſub- 
fitted between them; deſired to know his orders, 


„ K 3 wary 
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which, if they were from his majeſty, he would 


immediately obey, even tho' they ſhould command 


bim to reſign his army, and deſiſt from the enter- 


| Prize in which he had fo far ſucceeded. But, if he 
{Narvaez) acted only by virtue of a commiſſion from 


Velaſquez, he would do well to conſider what miſ- 


chief might accrue to the intereſts of his king and 


Country, from proſecuting the unjuſt reſentment of 


that governor, whom he — reſolved not only to in- 


armament with which he 


gran _ 


ſucceſs ; 


| wanted ſtrength ; for, he knew as well how to 


' accommodation. 
*  Pamphilo de Narvaez had taken up his - varters 
in Zempoalla, where he was very hoſpitably re 


| ecived by the fat cacique, who at firſt lieved he . 


came in order to ſupport and aſſiſt his friend Hernan 


Cortes: but he was ſoon undeceived, to his great 


mortification. 


When the licentiate Guevara arrived from Mexico, 
and expiated upon the magnificence of that city, 


the kind reception he had met with from Cortes, the 


= high degree of favour in which he ſtood with Mote- 


Zuma, and his eager defire of living in friendſhip 


with Narvaez, that imperious officer interrupted his ; 
E 8 2 by telling him, he might return to Cor- 


| by whoſe artifice he had been cajoled, and 
| 3 him from his preſence with ſhocking marks 
of rudeneſs and diſreſpect. 


Tho' the prieſt was repulſed ſrom this quarter, | 


| je and his companions did not fail to make ſtrong 
* 8 upon * minds of the .: among 


*> 


demnify for the expence uipping the fleet and 
4 bi 8 but 4 
re of the glory and advantage of 
„ laitly, he gave Narvaez to under- 
ſtand, that be did not ule arguments becauſe he 


maintain his own fights, as to propoſe an equitable 


whom 


— 
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whom they extolled the character of Cortes, in ſuch 
a manner as not only diſpoſed them to an aecommo- 
dation with that general, but alſo inſpired them with 


doubts and prepoſſefſions to the prejudice of their i 


* 


own commander. „ 8 

Guevara was ſoon followed by father Bartholome 
de Olmedo, who having delivered his credentials to 
Narvaez, could ſcarce prevail upon him te peruſe 


the contents, which however he ſuperficially glanced WM 

cover, out of compliment to the p-rſon and function 

of the bearer. In vain did the friar make a very | 
eloquent and etic remonſtrance, importing the 


neceſſity of their acting in concert for the advantage 
of their country, the -intereſt of which would be 

betrayed by their animoſity. Narvaez replied with 
unſeemly heat and precipitation, that the principal 


aim of that armament which he commanded was to 


chaſtiſe Cortes as a rebellious ſubject; that he would 
immediately ſet a price upon his head, and proclaim 
all his adherents traitors ; and that he had ſufficient 
force to wreſt the conqueſt from his hands, without 


having any occaſion to conſult thoſe who were the 3 


accomplices and abettors of his rebellion. The 
- Friar, ſtill preſerving his temper, exhorted him ta 

conſider well the ſtep he was about to take; he gave 
him to underſtand, that, before he could arrive at 
Mexico, he would be obliged to fight his way through 
whole provinces of warlike Indians, who were the 
friends and confederates of Cortes; that Hernan's 


|  * Spaniards were determined to die by his fide, and 
that his cauſe would be ſupported by Motezuma, a 


prince ſo powerful that for every fingle ſoldier in the I 
army of Narvaez, he was able to raiſe a numerous 
Father Bartholome having taken his leave, with. 
a a promiſe of W a final anſwer, proceeded | 
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Wy execute the other part of his commiſſion. fle 
- viſited the licentiate Lucas Vaſquez, and the ſecre- 
- tary Andres de Duero, who approved of what he 


| had propoſed to Narvaez, and promiſed to exert all 


their power and influence in effecting an accommo- 
dation. Then the father mingled with the captains 
and ſoldiers of his acquaintance, explained the na- 
ture of his embaſly, repreſented the neceſſity of eſ- 
tabliſhing peace between the two commanders, diſ- 
tributed the jewels and other curioſities with great 
judgment ; and, in ſhort, would have ſoon formed 
a ftrong party in favour of Cortes, had not his ne- 
gotiation been prevented by Pamphilo de Narvaez, 
who, being informed of his proceedings, ordered 
him to be brought into his preſence, called him a 
mutinous and ſeditious traitor, reviled him in the 
moſt injurious manner, and reſolved to ſecure his 
- perſon without delay. However, by the mediation 
of Andres de Duero, he was diverted. from his pur- 
poſe, and ordered the friar to depart immediately | 
1 rem Zempoalla. | 
The licentiate: Lucas. Vaſquez being informed of 
what peſſed. ame very ſcalonably, and . propoſed 
deychat before de Olmedo mould be diſmiſſed, the offi- 
| 24cers:might he aflembled, in order to deliberate upon | 
« 2 proper anſwer to Cortes, 2. =o ap o yo. diſ- 
| -upeled.to, peace..... Narvaez rej the propoſal with 
_  « -andigihation and impatience; and i in. 25 to prevent 
B L:any Forther. altercation, that inſtant ordered war to 
' x be declamd againſt Cortes, as à rebel and traitor to 
 +4the king, afligned.. à conſiderable _ reward to any 
es ꝓerſon who n take him dead or alive, and com- 
manded che n to prepare for an immediate 
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bee, incenſed at this violengs aid tire. 925 
, commanded aha to al and by k is 


own. 
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Zempcalla, on pain of death, or employ the forces 


without the unanimous conſent of the whole arm 


Pamphilo, exaſperated at this preſumption, cau ed 


the licentiate to be apprehended in the moſt igno- 
minious manner, and ſent on board a veſſel to be 
tranſported to Cuba, without delay. Bartholome de 


Olmedo returned to Mexico, without any favourable 
anſwer : but, the principal officers in the army of 


Naryaez were ſcandalized at his rage and inſolence ; | 


the inferior ſoldiers became diſaffected, and loudly 
murmured againſt his conduct; and in proportion to 


their hatred and contempt of their own general, the 
Character and ſucceſs of Cortes roſe in, their eftima- 


tion. - Nay, over and above theſe cauſes of diſſatiſ- 


5 faQtion, they had other ſubject of diſguſt, in the 


avarice with which he hoarded up ſome preſents 
which were ſent to him by Motezu a, Who ex- 
preſſed his regard for the king of by by his li- = 


* 


berality to his officers. 


Hernan Cortes found his fears real, by 3 5 


which he received from friar Bartholome, touching 
the violence and implacability of Narvaez; but, on 
the other hand, he was greatly comforted, when he 
underſteod the diſpoſition of the new · come ſoldiers, 


and reſolved to take immediate advantage of this fa- 


vourable circumſtance. Having communicated his 


ſentiments to his officers, and maturely conſidered the 


0 inconveniencies which might happen on either ſide, 
he, with the approbation of his friends, determined 
to take the field, with his allies of Tlaſcala and 


Chinantla, and then marching, towards Zempoalla,.. 


do halt in ſome. confederate town, where they might 


be near at hand to treat of peace, and profit by the 
diſaffection of the ſoldiers who came with Narvaez. 


* 8 Pa aniards of Mexico no ſooner underſtood this 


e 5 


own authority forbad Narvaez to ſtir a foot fem | 


n 
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| reſolution of their general, than they expreſſed their 


utmoſt zeal and impatience to be in action; for, not- 


_- withſtanding the inequality of numbers, they had 
ſuch confidence in his valour, ability and diſcretion, 
- that they thought it almoſt rene to N | 


under his command. 


- _- | Hernan, immediately repaired to the apartment = 
of Motezuma, in order to fignify his intended march: 


but, he was not a little ſurpriſed when that prince 


= anticipated his diſcourſe, by telling him, he had from 
_— different parts received information, that the Spaniſh 
| general rey fi at Zempoalla came with ſiniſter 


inſt him and his followers ; and that, tho 


he 14 not „ oiiber that the two chief ſhould be ene- 
mies to each other from private animoſity, he could 


not help believing, as they were vaſlals of one prince, 
and headed armies of contrary factions, that one of 
them muſt of! neceſſity be a rebel to his ſovereign. 
Cortes Jnchediately availed himſelf of that admi- 


table preſence of mind which never forſook him in 
emergencies, and anſwered, without heſitation, that 
the accounts which his majeſty had received were 
undoubtedly true, and that he was come to lay the 


fame intelligence before the emperor, as it was now 


authenticated by the return of de Olmedo: that, 


s nevertheleſs, Narvaez was not to be conſidered as a 


deeded upon wrong principles through miſtake ; for, 


be was come as lieutenant or ſubſtitute from a miſin- | 


formed governor, who, reſiding in a remote province, 


was not acquainted with the laſt reſolutions of the 


court of Spain, and really imagined that the embaſſy 


to the emperor of Mexico was an affair belonging to 


his office: but, that all this miſunderſtanding would 
vaniſh as ſoon as he (Cortes) could lay before that 


Ene _ diſpatches, by virtue of which he had 


ſull 


rebel to his king, but rather as a perſon who pro- 
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full power and juriſdiction over all the Spaniard® WM 


Zempoalla with part of his forces, to diſpoſe the 


ſoon make them ſenſible, that they are now to re- 
ſpect the ſubjects of the Mexican empire as a people 


tants, to whoſe exactions and oppreſſion he was no 


ſucceed againſt ſuch powerful odds; and therefore - 


be entirely at his devotion, and wholly under his 
command. This offer he repeated with ſuch earneſt _ } 

marks of affectionate concern, that Cortes was full 
convinced of his ſincerity, tho' he declined the pro- 


patched a courier to Gonzalo de Sandoval, with 


prince exhorted him to defer coming to an open rup- 


any number he ſhould deſire. He gave him his royal 


wow. 


4 
2 
5 * 


who ſhould arrive upon the Indian coaſts. He had F 
therefore reſolved to direct his march immediately to } 


new-comers to return on board their ſhips, and would 


under the protection of the king of Spain. 
The emperor was very well pleaſed with the prof- 
pect of being delivered from ſuch diſagreeable viſi- 


r: but, he looked upon the defign of Cortes 
as a raſh undertaking, in which he could not poſſibly FF 


offered to furniſh him with an army, which ſhould | ö 


poſal with due acknowledgment, having no great 
confidence. in the attachment of the Mexican ſol- 
Cortes, having taken further precautions, diſ- 


orders to leave the fortreſs of Vera Cruz to the care 
of the confederate Indians, and march out with his 


| Spaniards to meet the general at a certain place of 


rendezvous. All the preparations being made for 
his departure, he went to take his leave of Mote- 
zuma, to whoſe protection he recommended Pedro 
de Alvarado and the Spaniards he had left; and that 


ture with Narvaez, till the artival of the Mexican 
ſuccours, which he would not fail to fend him in 


word, That he would not forſake Alvarado, nor 
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change his habitation during his abſence, and ac- 


4 compunied him a good way out of town with his 


whole retinue of courtiers. 


The Spaniards marched with equal chearfulnels 
and circumſpection, like veterans inured to the hard- 
ſhips. and ſtratagems of war, following the road to 


Cholula, where they were received with great hoſ- 


pitality. From thence they proceeded towards Tlaſ- 
cala; and, at the diſtance of half a league from 
that city, they found a ſplendid appearance of the 


nobility and whole ſenate ; and their entrance was 


| celebrated with era of joy and reſpect, . 


ſuitable to the laurels they had-won from the old in- 


\ veterate enemies of the republic: nevertheleſs, they 
excuſed themſelves from ſupply ing Cortes with the 
aaxiliaries he demanded. He accordingly admitted 


their excuſe: and left their city without diſpleaſure 
or complaint, and, aſterwards had recourſe to their 
aſſiſtance, which never failed him on the moſt cri- 
tical occaſions. After a ſhort ſtay in Tlaſcala, he 


marched on to Matalequita, a town of Indian friends, 


about twelve leagues from Zempoalla, where he was 
joined by Gonzalo de Sandoval, and an addition of 
ſeven ſoldiers from the army of.Narvaez. From theſe 

Cortes received information of every thing that had 

been tranſacted in the enemy's quarters before they 
deſerted; and he had likewiſe intelligence of a 
freſher date, by means of two ſoldiers who. bad. gone 


with the Spanzards for. COT and. — Bi ; 


On this occaſion they affected the fimplicity of the 
natives with ſuch dexterity, that they were allowed 
to range through every part of the quarters, and 
+ make their obſervations without ſuſpicion; nay, they 


3 n viſit; and, inn 
1 


2 
we” * 
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85 might aſſiſt in perſuading him 
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of the careleſs watch that was kept by Narvaez, con- 
veyed away from the very parade a horſe: belonging 
to captain Salvatierra, one * the, bittereſt enemies | 
of Cortes. | 
In order to protract the time, until the Indians : 
from Chinantla ſhould arrive, Hernan ſent father | | 
Bartholome a ſecond time with propoſals for an ac- 
commodation ; and he making but ſmall _ 
the general diſpatched Juan Velaſquez de Leon, to 

uſe his influence with Narvaez, hoping that his re- 
lation to Diego de Velaſquez would render his me- 
diation more acceptable. Pamphilo had written to 
this officer, exhorting him to eſpouſe the cauſe of 
his kinſman, a romiſing him a very advantage- 
ous poſt in his army; and Juan had delivered the 
letter to Cortes, with repeated proteſtations of dying 
- by his ſide rather than deſert his colours. This noble 
manner of proceeding won the confidence of his ge- 
neral, and was an additional motive for ſending him 
upon this negotiation. 

When he approached Zempoalla, Narvaez came 
forth with a grand retinue to receive him, on the ſup- 
poſition that he was come to fight under the ban- 
ners of Diego Velaſquez; and was not a little 


mortified to find himſelf miſtaken : . however, he 


| uſed all the arguments his reflection could ſuggeſt, 
in order to detach him from Cortes, and commanded 
- the whole army to be reviewed before him, that he. 
- might be an eye - witneſs of his ſuperior ſtrength. 
He next day invited him to dinner, together with 
thoſe officers in whom he chief 2 confided, that they 
o join-their for 
and, in the beginning of the converſation, be was 
treated with great civility and compliment: but, in 
the midſt of their feſtivity, ſome ic animad- 


15 rann were uttered * Cortes 3 ; and, Es | 
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his friend at firſt diſſe mbled his reſentment, chat he 


might not prejudice the buſineſs in which he was 
employed, their expreſſions at laſt grew ſo indecent, 
that he could no longer reftrain his indignation, but 
_  faid aloud, with ſome warmth, that it any perſon 
in that company, who did not efteem Hernan Cor- 


tes, and all his followers, as good and loyal ſubjects I 


to the king of Spain, would ſignify his ſentiments 
g before fewer witneſſes, he would undece ive him in 
What manner he ſhould chuſe for his conviction. 


This declaration, which diſconcerted Narvaez, was 


anſwered by a young officer of the name ard family _ 


of Velaſquez, who ſaid, no man was worthy of 


bearing that name. who attempted to vindicate a 
traitor. Juan; incenſed at this reproach, gave him 
the lie, and drew his ſword in order to chaſtiſe this 
9 s inſolence; and the company, who in- 


found it a very difficult taſk to prevent 


| -miſchief, At length, however, he was prevailed 
upon to ſheath his ſword; and returned immedi- 
ately to Cortes, breathing defiance and revenge. 


His abrupt departure, and the cauſe of it, 7 


duced ſuch diſſatisfaction and murmurs among the 
officers and ſoldiers, that Narvaez, in order to quiet 
their clamour, was fain to appoint a perſon who _ 
ſhould go to Cortes to apologize for what oe nd _ -..-: 


pened to Juan de Velaſquez, and learn the ſubſtance | 


of his commiſſion, which had not been fully ex- 
plained. For this "ſervice he pitched upon the ſecre- _ 


Ey Andres de Duero, who met Cortes on his maren 
to an advantageous poſt nearer the enemy, which he 


meant to oecupy until the arrival of the Chinanticas, 
and be at hand to act as occafion ſhould require; for 
by this time all his hopes of accommodation had 
vaniſhed. Duero and he embraced each other like 
two intimate . * alter a long ſepara- 
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tion; and all the officers received the ſtranger with 


demonſtrations of joy and reſpe&t 3} Before they pro- 
ceeded to buſineſs, Cortes preſented him with ſome 
valuable jewels; he was regaled with great magni- 
ficence and hoſpitality, and ſtaid till next day, con- 
ferring about meaſures to prevent a rupture, which 
would be ſo prejudicial to the intereſts of Spain. 


Cortes manifeſted the greateſt temper and inoderation, 


and even offered to relinquiſh the Mexican conqueſt 
to his competitor, While he and his followers ſhould 
engage in ſome other expedition. Andres de Duero, 
| firuck with this inſtance of his modeſty and ſelf- 
denial, propoſed an interview with Narvaez; not 
doubting that all their animoſities would be ſur- 
mounted by a perſonal conference: and Cortes im- 
| mediately aſſenting to the propoſal, the ſecretary re- 
turned to Zempoalla, where he likewiſe abtained the 


cC.onſent of Narvaez, The time was appointed and 


the place aſſigned, to which both parties agreed by a 

_ writing under their hands to come, accompanied by 
ten friends only, to witneſs the tranſactions of the 
conſerence. But, before the day of meeting, Cor- 


| tes received private advice from Duero, that Nar- 


vaez had reſolved to lay an ambuſh for his life; and 
this intelligence being confirmed by others who wiſhed 
him well, he wrote a letter to Pamphilo, giving 
him to underitand that he was no ſtranger to his trea- 
cherous deſign, renouncing all thoughts of accommo- 
dation, and remitting his ſatisfaction and revenge to 
the edge of the ſword. e 


Having thus given vent to his indignation, he 
purſued his march, and took his tation within a 
league of Zempoalla, his front being defended by the 

river of Canoas, and his rear ſupported by the neigh- 
bourhood of Vera Cruz. He poſted ſome ſentinels 


on the other ſide of the river, detached a number of 


ſcouts 
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ple in a number ef cottages, where they were ſhel- 


tered from the ſun, and allowed to take their repoſe, 


until he ſhould obtain further intelligence of the 


enemy's motions. 


| | ns 3 os tn Ha | 
Narvaez was no ſooner informed of this diſpoſition, 


than he drew out his army into the field, ordered 
the war to be proclaimed at the head of his troops, 


and a reward of two thouſand pieces of eight to be 


offered to any perſon who ſhould bring him the head 


of Hernan Cortes : and; at the ſame time, he ſet a 
price upon the lives of Gonzalo de Sandoval; and 


Juan Velaſquez de Leon. Then he marched about 
a quarter of a league to an open field, where he 


waited for Cortes, vainly imagining that experienced 


5 captain would forego the advantages of his ſituation, 


in order to engage an enemy who had three times the 
number of his men. Towards the cloſe of the day, 


the weather, all of a ſudden grew dark and cloudy, 
and ſuch a prodigious quantity of rain deſcended, 


that the ſoldiers were inftantly wet to the ſkit, their 


arms rendered uſeleſs, their footing unſure, they 


; Curſed the author of their expedition, and, with loud 


clamour, inſiſted upon returning immediately to 
their quarters. Narvaez was obliged to comply with 


their requeſt, and never dreaming that Cortes would 


| paſs the river in ſuch a night, he retreated to Zem- 


poalla with great diſorder and confuſion. Neverthe- 


leſs, as he intended to take the field again early in 


the morning, he would not allow his troops to ſe- 
parate, but lodged them in the principal temple of 


the city, furniſhed with three towers, and built upon 


an eminence, which they aſcended by many ill- 


_- contrived ſteps, which rendered it very difficult of 


* 
he 
" . 

* - 


atcceſs. On the top of theſe he planted his artillery; 
xed his head-quarters in the middle tower, to 
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which he retired with ſome officers, and about one 
hundred ſoldiers in whom he chiefly confided.; the 


| - reſt of the army was diſtributed in the other towers: 


ſome horſe were ſent out to patrole in the neighhbour- 1 
hood of the town, and ſentinels being placed at the 
avenues, he went to reſt without any farther con- 
cern. TT | 1 — 0 FLIES 8 55 


Andres de Duero ſent inſtantly one of the men in 


whom he confided, to appriſe Cortes of their retreat, 
and the manner in which they were diſpoſed 3. not 
with any view to encourage him to any immediate 
-undertaking, but merely that he might paſs the night 
in quiet, without any apprehenſion of being attacked 
in bis quarters. „ RY 


Hernan, however, no ſooner received this infor- 


mation, than he reſolved to/ take advantage of 


the favourable moment. He inſtantly revolved his 


ſcheme, which'at once met with the approbation of 
his officers ; he aſſembled his people without delay, 
notwithſtanding the continuance of the tempeſt; 
and when they had paſſed the river, with the water 


above their middle, made a ſhort ſpeech, in which 


he informed them of the enemy's. diſorder, deſcribed 
the manner in which they were quartered in the 
temple, their careleſſneſs and ſecurity, and explained 
the facility. of attacking, and routing them in the 


dark, before they ſhould have time to join, or be 


drawn up for their defence. This information he 
mingled with proper incentives, touching the inſo- 
lence and treachery of Narvaez, as well as the juſ- 
tice of his own cauſe: fo that his ſoldiers, being 


fired with reſentment, called aloud to him to lead 


them forthwith to the enemy; and ſome of them 


proteſted openly, that if ever be ſhould admit another 


thought of accommodation with Narvaez, they would 
on the inſtant withdraw their obedience. 
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ö * tation, gave them his benediction; the word was 


among 


of opini 
Tue 
FP incumbrances 


x 


ö 
* 
Pl ; 
| 
1 
! 
» 


He formed them into three ſmall! battalions, the | 


| a firſt of them was commanded by Gonzalo de San- 
\. HYoval, the fecond was led by Chriſtoral de Oled, 


and Cortes took the command of the reſt in perſon. 55 
Gonzalo had orders to begin the attack by mounting 


ttzbe ſtairs, ſeizing the artillery, and cutting off the 


communication between the two lateral towers: 
Chriſtoval was directed to aſſault the tower in which 
Narvaez. lodged ; and Cortes with his men reſolved 
to ſecond and ſupport both attacks as occaſion ſhould | 


& require: he likewiie gave orders, that, as as 
1 the action ſhould begin, the drums ſhould beat, and 
the trumpets with other warlike_ inſtruments ſound, 


in order to increaſe the terror and confuſion of 
enemy. Father Bartholome, after a pious exh 


61 Spiri Sandbo; and the moſt profound filence being 
at a very ſlow pace, that they might not be fatigued 


ts returned with a ſentinel of Narvaez, whom 


a conſultation was held among the officers, who were 


but, in ſpite of all the expedition they could uſe, 
the ſentinel, arriv 


gave the alarm, 
* upon us,” He was immediately 


The enemy is 


 Narvaez, who lighted his intelligence, holding it 


impoſſible that Cortes would preſume to attack him 


| 8 


that they ſhould haſten their march. 
re left their horſes, baggage, and other 
a litttle brook on the road-fide : 


recommended to them, the general began his march 

- before they came to action, and that the enemy might 
at their arrival be lulled in ſecurity and ſleep. k 

| He had not proceeded above half a league, when 


| = had furprized, tho his companion had eſcaped 
e buſhes. In conſequerce of this accident, 


| a few minutes before them, and 7 


with ſuch a ſmall number of men, or even . 
in ach a ork tempeſtuons night. | 


*. x - 
1 1 47 . 
- 
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Mean while | Hernan reached 
| Having been diſcovered by the enemy's cavalry, en: 
tered the town, and even came in fight of the tem- 


ple, without finding any corps: de garde, or bei 
Challenged by one — at the very time et). 


the ſoldier affirmed to Narvaez, that he had ſeen tha | 
vanguard of Cortes and his whole army upon a + 


| haſty march. That ſelf-ſufficient. officer ſtill diſ- 
believed his aſſertion, while his ſoldiers, who had 
taken to their arms, walked backwards and forwards 


in the porch, ſtill dubious of the truth, tho? pre- | 


| pared ina good meaſure for whatever ſhould happen. 

Cortes ſoon perceived they had diſcovered him, 
and, as there was no time to-loſe, gave the ſignal 
for the attack ; in conſequence 
de Sandoval began to mount the \Rairs, when the 


5 people belonging to the artillery who were npon 


guard fired two or three pieces, and by that alarm 
confirmed the truth of the foldier's report. The 


action began with great warmth; the diſpute ſoon | 


came to puſh of L np and ſtroke of ſword ; and 
Gonzalo de Sandoval was very hard preſſed in at- 
tempting to force hs way againſt: the diſadvantage 
of the ground, and the ſuperior number of the 
enemy: but it was not long before Chriſtoval de 
Oled came to his relief; and Hernan Cortes quitting 


the rear, threw himſelf {word in hand into the hot- 


teſt of the engagement. The enemy, in a few 
moments, began to give ground, abandoning the | 


Porch and artillery. Many fled to their quarters, 
| while others repaired to the gate of the principal 


tower, where the diſpute was renewed, ia i 


ſome time with great obſtinacy. 


Peaamphilo de Narvaea, having put on his armour, | 
| exerted all his endeavours to rally his troops, ang 
RO hea as; bees ruſted meg 


— > 


00 
Zempoalla withent 


f which, Gonzalo ; 


anda 
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battle, where his eye being thruſt out with a pike, | 


be fell to the 
. man.” This accident completed the confuſion 


„ exclaiming, © I am a dead 


of his ſoldiers, ſome of whom abandoned him ſhame- 


fully, while others ftood- like ſtatues, as if they had 
been thunderſtruck, or fought with ſuch diſorder ane 


WV deſpair, that they were cafly routed, and their ge- 
| neral taken priſoner. 


Hernan, having filenced the ſhouts of his people, 


8 ordered the artillery to be turned againſt the towers, 
ral pardon to be — for thoſe who _ 


gene 
would ſurrender, offering advantageous conditions 


\ 

\ 
\ 0 
X 


to ſuch as would engage in his ſervice; and liberty, 


returning 


could diſcern the weakneſs of his fax 
all the ſucceſs he could defire : for, no ſooner. were 


him enter the apartment ſaid, Thank God, 
captain Cortes, for your good 
« me your priſoner.” 


— . 


with a free paſſage, to thoſe who were deſirous o ß 

} to the iſland of Cuba. This prudent ſtep, 

5 _ he took in the firſt tumult of their fear, be- 
Tore 

form any diftin& plan of defence, was attended with 5 


theſe terms propoſed at the three towers, than both _ 
_.. officers and ſoldiers came to ſurrender in whole com- 
| - Panies, and laid their arms at the feet of Cortes, 
wWbo received them with that generous urbanity which 
was peculiar to his diſpoſition # tho' he took care to 
have them divided and properly guarded; until day 
mould diſcover their different countenances and af. 
ſections. Aſter he had given theſe neceſſary direc- 
tions, he went to viſit Narvaez, who had been com- 
mitted to the care of Gonzalo de Sandoval, and 
Whoſe wound was already dreſſed; and that officer 
fortune in making 3 
3 Fhanks be to God for all 
3 5 40 - things, r — _— Cortes) but, va- 
„ nity apart, upon this victory amongſt the 
Jeaſt conſiderable actions which have 5-2 per- 


Being | 
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Being informed that one of the towers, commanded _ 


5, by Salvatierra and Diego Velaſquez the younger, - 
made an obſtinate defence, he ordered them hs. | 
K ſummoned to ſurrender, and in caſe of refuſal, threat- 

| ned them with the utmoſt rigour of war: but they difre- | 


garding his menaces, and declaring they would — 
itu- 


hold out to the laſt, or have the benefit of a cap 
lation, he commanded two pieces of artillery KA be 
| Planted againſt the tower; and, upon the firſt diſ- 


charge, the defendants. called for quarter, leaving 
the entrance open to Juan Velaſquez de. Leon, who 


entered with a ſmall body, and ſeized Salvatierra 
and his nameſake, who were the profeſſed and in- 


veterate enemies of. Cortes. Thus the victory was 


completed in favour of Hernan, who loſt but four 
A lives; in the action; whereas, a captain, an enfi 
and fifteen private men of the enemy were killed on 


the ſpot, over and above the wounded, which a- 
mounted to a conſiderable number. 


Narvaez and Salvatierra were ſent nadie a n 


to Vera Cruz, and young Diego remained priſoner 


with Juan de Velaſquez, who treated him with great 


humanity, nötwithitanding the former quarrel which 


had happened between them. At break of day the 9 


two thouſand Chinantlans arrived; and tho* they 


by 
Cd 

£ 
15 


came a little too late, Cortes was glad of their ar- 
rival, that his priſoners might ſee he was not deſti- 
tute of friends. The vanquiſhed were indeed over- 


whelmed with ſhame, when they perceived the ſmall 
number of men by whom they had been totally de- 


feated: they curſed the careleſſneſs and inſolence of 
Narvaez, and could not help admiring the valour 
and character of their conqueror, whoſe banners 


they became ambitious of following. 
Thus, in a few hours, Cortes, by his admirable 
Mr . and 4 found himſelf s 
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| the head of above à thouſand 8 paniards ; the only 


enemies who could x give him — ſaſe in bis 
3 3 


wy fo former ſcheme with a better proſpe& of ſucceſs. 


being joined by the patrole, ſo as to make up a 
olf forty, pretended to ſtand upon 
they were ſoon bre 


Then he diſmiſſed" the. Chinaptlans, — 


the few days that his army continued in quarters of 


. refreſhment, the inhabitants of the neigh 


Villages came to congratulate him upon his ſucceſs, 


and renew their proteſtations of obedience, „ 
Cortes however could not be eaſy in his mind, 


while he reflected upon the ſituation of Pedro GAL 
- varado, encompailed with enemies, and at the mercy 


_ of a barbarous prince, who might he pe 


; by 
_ - motives of intereſt, to ſacrifice his bonour to the ad- : 
vantage of his empire. He, therefore, refolved to 


return immediately to Mexico, and that Motezuma 


vr his people might not take umbrage, at ſeeing him 


+ come back with ſuch a numerous body of men, he 


; determined to divide his army, e go of 
th bis txoops in other conqueſts. 
Wich this view he ordered Juan Velaſquez de 


8 handed wen, to go-a0d; 


ſiome diſturbances in the province of Fanuco; Diego 


de Ordaa was to be ſent with the fame number to 
ſettle the country of | Guazacifalco z. ſo that he him- 
- elf would have had little more than fix hundred 


217 


2 1 = 


* 
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and. ſeven brigantines 
at his diſpoſal; the laſt effort of Diego de Velaſquez | 
entirely fruſtrated, and his own. firength- reinforced 
in ſuch a manner, as enabled him to proſecute his 


>The horſe of Natvaez, inflead of engaging in 
che action, made their eſcape into the country, and 


troop 
the defenſive ; but 
' ht to — mg and enliſted with 
Cortes, after the example of their fellow- 


an. eta tine Sooke a A—— cas . nn i kX 
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Spaniards, eee 
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Ks return to Mexico, without arouſing the jealouſy = 
of che Indians. But this diſpoſition he was obliged 
| to change, in conſequence of a letter from Alvarado, 
| Who gave him to underſtand, that in ſpite of Mote- 
zuma, who had never once offered to leave the quar- 
ters, the Mexicans had taken up arms againſt him, 
and repeated their attacks with ſuch obſtinacy, that 
unleſs they were immediately ſuccoured, he and alt 
his men muſt inevitably periſh, The ſoldier who 
brought this letter, was accompanied by an wor 
baſſador from Motezuma, who preſſed Cor 

turn with all poſſible expedition Tk 
__ Saws _ approved fi 

era, Cruz; a gar- 


ber of men 'for the ſecurity of the veſſels; and the 
army being muſtered after theſe deductions, amounted _ 

to one thouſand foot, and one hundred horſe. Before © 
his Cortes ſent an anſwer to Pedto de 
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5 
» Was 


ain uns left at 3 ot with a ſufficient nüm- A 


Alvarado, and another to Motezuma, giving an ac 


count of his victory, and aſſuring them that he 
would immediately come to their aſſiſtance. Ac- 
cordingly he be * march, the army taking dif- 
ferent routes, that they might, as little as pollible, 
incommode the country ehivogh which they paſſed, 
pr be the more eaſily — with proviſion; and 
a place of rendezvous was appointed near near Tlaſcala, 
6 the ey joined, after having ſuſtained much hard- 
ip and ue for they had marched with extra- 
ence. On the 17th day of June he 

entered el Talea with all his troops in good order, 
and was received with great joy and affection by thoſs | 
faithful allies,” who confirmed the account he had 
received of Alvarado's fituation, and dwelt upon 

- fome particulars which they 3 on purpoſe 
. hg TED 85 Mexicans, whom hag, de- 
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be learned the people were contriving on nn, 


was to aſſemble the — oh — FE | 
8 - lebrating annual dances called. Mitates on WIH 


in order to extirpate thoſe inſolent ſtrangers who 
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_ that from the information” of a truſty \py | 


extraordinary, becauſe they frequently aſſembled in 
private; that apon redoubling his diligence, he We 


tained certaip intelligence, x Fo a conſpiracy Was 
hatched againſt the Spaniards, and their intention 


. ccafidn, the nobles would harangue the multitude, 
and proceed immediately tb the Spaniſh quarters, 


kept their monarch priſoner, and treated even * £7 
pods with outrage and contempt. On the mornir 
that preceded the appointed day, ſome of the Chi 
of this Wen cliine 16 ak ANAAPS.. 
. to — — th that ver 
night, he under were pbdyed in 
EE 2 conſiderable quantity of m houſes 
near the temple. Then all his qoubts vanifhed,” and 
he reſolved to anticipate the execytion of their i 
dy affaulting them before they ſhould have time . 
take arms or raiſe the populace. He 19 | 
went forth, accompanied by fifty of his men, ö 
3 of ſeeing. the diverſion, and oy EW. 
toxicated” with liquor and excels of joy, he ät. 
_ tacked and diſperſed them without oppoſition 5 K 
number was killed and wounded in their fir „ 
d theſe being ſtripped of their jewels" ahd 
hott by che Spaniards, Alara retired * — 
- milking the people eee hd u OG 


Pe goons impateck t 
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| and even killed three or four Spaniards ; . which 
- * exploits, their courage and preſumption ſoared fo 
High, that, far from fearing the reſentment of Cor- 
tes with his increaſed army, they had retreated to 
another part of the town, and left the entrance free, 
that, after all the Spaniards ſhould be united in one 


, body, ns they eight fregped gud Going cham, at. 


once. | 
. Hernan. ſeverely, reprehended Alvarado. for his 
raſhneſs and want of conſideration, in leaving the 
quarters, and hazarding himſelf and his people, When 
| the city was in — commotion; and above all, for | 
his having concealed from Motezuma the firſt/i in- 
telligence he had received: he likewiſe blamed him 
re vertency, in retiring witheut having ex- 
the cauſe of ſuch a violent 
Tank; + oy 4 was ſo well convinced of 
Bis own indiſeretion, that he deſired he might be 
. — riſoned, with a view to appeaſe their clamours, 
— the —_ of wk enraged mes . 
| attem i t whole night, a 
7 — EA a next morning, 
| Conte ordered Diego de Ordaz, at the head of four 
hundred- Spaniſh and Tlaſcalan foldiers, to recon- 


E Mn rea 
| He had not when 
be diſcovered a body of armed men, detached on 
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to-decoy and draw him on ; * ad- 


at once oppoſed by an innumerable mul- 
—— marched, boldly up to his front; another 
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ſuch a manner that he could not apprize Cortes of I 
his danger, formed a ſecond front with his rear, 
and ordered his men to employ their pikes and ſwords 


_ againſt the torrents of enemies below, while his 
Kre-arms were 'plyed againſt thoſe above. "The |: 


heat of the engagement was not of long continu- 3 
ance ; for, tho' the Indians advanced with great T 
fury and reſolution, their attacks were carried on in I 


ſuch a tumultuous manner, that confufion and diſ- 


order immediately enſued, and they ſoon retire to 


a diſtance, where they could neither offend nor be 
offended. The windows and terraces being quickly 


cleared, by the fire-arms, Diego de Ordaz thought 


it was time to retreat, tho' he was beſet in ſuch a a 
manner as obliged him to cut his way ſword in hand, 

and, N 0 ce To 
| part of his men were wounded, and ſeven b 


Ein left dead upon the ſpot: . | 
Oortes found by this experiment, that it was now I 
uo time to negotiate, and reſolved to make a a ge 
veral ſally with the greateſt part of his forces, in 
order to compel them, by dint of hoſtilities, to fue 


for an accommodation: for, Motezuma was di.. 
dent "of his own authority, nor had the inſurrectiongn 
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